HMS Caprice 1968 Association

Newsletter 70 April 2018

In this Issue
What really happened in Manzanillo
From Ben Irving
Pedro’s Poem - Stage 3
Doc’s Scrapbook final entries
Original NAVY Rum
Caprice WW2 Veterans
Finance Report
Slops
Caprice History Book

Changes to the Association
Member Profiles - No Volunteers!
1968 Cruise Calendar
2017 Lincoln Reunion wash up
2018 Tamworth Weekend
2018 Reunion in Pompey
Skin & Not-so Skin
Association Website

In this, the 50th anniversary of the 1968 Cruise, the cover illustration shows the New
Association Standard, which will be on display at Tamworth and at Portsmouth Reunions.
Its now nearly 13 years since I took over from Phil and Jackie Evans running the Association
in 2005, first with Harry Hobbs and then with John Bishop both of who have been hugely
supportive. As they say you get less for murder!
In that time I have helped to arrange 13 reunions and produced 31 Newsletters as well as
running the website. Each newsletter takes about 30 hours of work and this one well in
excess of that. My thanks to Jean for all the proof reading involved. Apart from a few notable
exceptions such as Barry Davies and Dave Silva I get very little input from any members.
So from this year, whilst not stepping right down, I intend to STEP BACK and let others take
the strain. We are making some changes to the running of the Association, which are detailed
on the next page. Anyone else who feels they might be able to contribute please let us know,
although it must be stressed that in no way do we intend to go down the dreaded “committee”
route that bedevils many Navy Associations.

You can also rest assured there will be NO Top-Tables, Rank, or Admiral’s Speeches!
Graham Latter
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Changes to the Association
John Bishop will completely take over all membership issues including membership records
and collecting subs. He will also keep the rum stocks
Bob Mason, assisted by Alan Payne, will arrange and organise all future reunions after
Portsmouth this year and of course the Tamworth weekends which they do already. The
Association Standard will be located at Tamworth RNA and Bob Mason will act a standard
bearer when the need arises.
Graham Latter will continue to operate the website and maintain the many historical records
and pictures we have accumulated over the years.
Finances - Expenditure will be made by a consensus of those above.
Newsletters – In future these may be slimmer with fewer sheets – we will have to see.

First of all thanks to the members who have submitted their profiles over the years. However
these are getting progressively more difficult to obtain. Early this year we sent out an appeal
to some 13 members to contribute a profile.
Not only did I get no takers we never even got a single reply!
So we guess that’s the end of that.

The Cruise Calendar of 1968
The following 3 pages have been compiled from a diary kept by the late Harry
Hobbs who as the Victualling PO was responsible for procuring supplies
for a destroyer with a designated complement of 190 but actualy
had 250 on board.
As several members have since observed “we were a
bloody training Ship!”
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2017 Reunion at Lincoln
rd

The 3 reunion at the Bentley Hotel in Lincoln went off well. This ranks as one of the best
hotels we have used over the years and our thanks go to Claire and the staff who provide a
superb service. There are no plans for a return however – how many times do you want to
climb the hill up to the Cathedral?
The raffle raised a substantial amount boosted by the generously refunded Tombola prize
money by one of our guests. A memorable moment was provided by Yorkie Hawley struggling
to get out of his prize handcuffs (and him an ex prison warder!).
The entertainment duo were good and surprised everyone by playing the National Anthem
to finish! We never thought we would see all our members standing to attention – not since
Rip Kirby’s days anyhow.
Here are some photos – if you are not included its because we did not get many photos – to
remedy this in future we have nominated Oz & Zeta Bulman as “official photographers”
who will ensure that plenty of photos are taken. Oz (Austin) is Pat Hobbs brother and they
have been to numerous reunions. We were delighted to welcome Pat Hobbs and many of
her family.
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2017 Reunion at Lincoln

Brian Hobbs Family
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2018 Tamworth Weekend - June 22nd to 24th
Tamworth RNA has always given a very warm welcome to all members of the
Association and they have always supported the annual reunion. Tamworh
was where the first reunions originated.
Whilst not detracting from the brilliant Autumn Annual Reunion, the mid-year
Tamworth weekend has a good reputation as an informal fun couple of days
with a Friday games challenge evening (Caprice v RNA Tamworth) with two
trophies up for grabs a mini cup donated by the club and an even minier one donated by
Caprice.
On Saturday there is a fantastic social evening with live entertainment and Donna’s super
buffet - NOT healthy eating! It’s a great chance to meet old shipmates and make new friends.
All those who have attended previous weekends will confirm that it is a memorable couple of
days. This year it’s going to be extra-special.
• To mark the 50th Anniversary of the 1968 World
Cruise, Tamworth RNA is hosting the
Dedication of the Association Standard (shown
here ) on the morning of Saturday 23rd June.
• In addition, a new Association Memorial Book
for those members who have crossed the bar
will be displayed.
• We’re also hoping to display many of the
photographs collected by the Association over
the years to bring back a few memories!
The Sin Bosun (Chaplain) who serves at the National Memorial Arboretum has agreed to
administer the dedication and the event is going to be supported on the day by members of
the Club. After the Dedication, the bar will of course, be open!
There is a decent “Travelodge” (Tamworth Central) only 10 minutes’ walk (or stagger) from
the Tamworth RNA Club for those who want accommodation. Several Association Members
have already put themselves down to attend, but the more the merrier, so if you can attend the
Weekend and support the Dedication, please let Bob Mason know as soon as possible.
The Association is very thankful for the generous hospitality and camaraderie shown by
Tamworth RNA and we have again invited some of them along as guests at the Portsmouth
reunion in September.
It is intended to continue the Tamworth event annualy at around the same time of the year.
Bob Mason & Alan Payne
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2018 Reunion ( 50 years on from 1968)
Royal Maritime Club Portsmouth
For our main reunion in 2018 we have
booked the Royal Maritime Club again
in Portsmouth for the weekend of
September 28 – 30th 2018.
The Club did us proud in 2015 and the
reunion was enjoyed by all.

The Package costs are:
2 Nights (Friday, Saturday), Bed, Breakfast + Buffet & Reunion Dinners £143 per person
Saturday Night Only - Bed, Breakfast with Reunion Dinner £71.50 per person
Single Room supplement £20 per person per night
Additional nights
Bed, Breakfast + Dinner

£50 per person per night

Bed and Breakfast ONLY

£38 per person per night

Once again we have taken out a Club Group
Membership (No 7421) which entitles members
of the Association to obtain discounts on items
purchased at the club including drinks & food.
When you check in you will be given a small
card (shown here). Ensure you have it with
you when claiming a discount. The Card is
valid for all of 2018 so can be used if any
members wish to revisit the club.
It is encouraging that many members have
booked early this year (20 to date). If you have not already booked please do so ASAP as we
are expecting a bumper turnout. You can download the on-line booking form at
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk/reunions.htm or we will post you one if you require it.
We have a few additional items at this special reunion including a display of Naval Flags by
member Malcolm Farrow who was a watch-keeping officer onboard. Malcolm retired as a
Captain, and is now President of the National Flag Institute.
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Skin & Not-So Skin

A young Tony Vanson holding the cock at
HMS Raleigh (You had better explain to your
better halves!). Tony has recently resurfaced
after being off the radar for some time and
we hope to see him at the Pompey Reunion

No - it’s not a Sea Cadet by the gangway of
Caprice but none other than a very junior
seaman Bob Mason.
Bob claims to be the youngest baby of all
the crew.

Association Website
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date
and you can view newsletters online.
It has had over 23000 hits to date and
has attracted many new members.
There is also a very good picture
archive of the Caprice from 1942 to
1979, up to date with Association &
Reunion News.
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What really happened in Manzanillo
By Barry Davis
We had sailed down from San Francisco heading for Mexico I was looking forward to seeing
Mexico how wrong would I be. A few of us (Alan Payne, Brum Powell and Robby I think) had
a run ashore.
We had a tour around the town quite a nice place bustling little place Mexicans in their white
suits and sombreros like something out of a spaghetti western. We finally found a cantina,
bat wing doors proper Mexican place. Being in Mexico we started on the local brew –
TEQUILA. It started quite well a pinch of salt then lemon and neck the tequila. We really
downed that local brew and after awhile we were getting more and more pissed.
Alan Payne was dancing on the table much to the consternation of the
barman. Then they arrived - the Federales (Mexican Federal Police) three of them all carrying rifles and side arms. They asked for our ID - I
went into my wallet to get mine out and a small pocket knife fell out at the same time
onto the floor. The one who seemed to be in charge asked me to pass it to him, which
I duly did - these guys had guns - you are not going to argue with them.
The head honcho looked at my ID passed it back then opened the knife folded it again
then put it in his pocket. I asked for it back then he started “no comprendo” which really
pissed me off as up until then his English had been good. I asked once again and same thing
“no comprendo” by this time I was getting pissed off with him and told him to give the
bloody thing back - big mistake!
The next thing I am being prodded with a rifle and marched to a waiting paddy wagon the
doors slammed, all I could see out of the back window was Alan grinning drunkenly. After a
short drive we arrived at the local nick, prodded with the rifle again I was marched into an
office where they sorted things out, took my wallet and money then marched me down a
corridor to a cell. It was dimly lit I could see two figures against the opposite wall both
Mexican and a figure on the floor some Yank. I lent against the wall staring at the Mexicans
thinking it’s amazing how you start to sober up in adversity.
I wanted to get my head down but Pancho and Pedro were eyeballing me so no chance. I
stayed with my back to the wall for hours the Mexicans saying nothing nor me or the Yank
who just lay there and snored.
After what seemed ages the cell door opened and there were my not so friendly Federales
who motioned me to go with them. We started walking down a long corridor to a door that led
into a quadrangle, all the time these guys were prodding me with their rifles. I looked around
there was a wall at the far end I thought this is a firing squad I even found myself looking for
bullet holes in the wall. I don’t mind admitting I was bricking it.
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We got to the door at the end of the quad and one of them opened a door the room was so
dimly lit it took awhile to adjust my eyes. It comprised of a table chair and bed and I could just
make out a shape on the bed. One Federale turned to me and said you want jiggy jiggy? I
looked at them in amazement - no but I will have the bed I promptly tipped the Señorita on the
floor, not very gentlemanly but needs must.
The Federales went and left me to my own devices. I promptly fell asleep and got my head
down until daylight. I woke with a banging headache and a mouth like the bottom of a parrots
cage all I craved was a cold drink. I could see my lady companion better now she was plump
but pretty I managed to make her understand I wanted a drink - fair play she went and got me
a bottle of coke. It turned out she was a prisoner but they pay their fines by washing ironing
and generally caring for the Federales.
After about an hour they came to fetch me to be released I walked up to the prison gates
drinking coke and a Señorita hanging off my neck. With my fine of 100 pesos duly paid we
headed back to the ship. I thought that’s that all over. Wrong again as I was told to get
changed ready for the Captain’s Table. Feeling as rough as a badgers arse, I went down the
mess and started getting ready - a certain Killick made some remark and I told him to fuck off
I wasn’t in the mood. He took offense and punched me in the face, that’s all I bloody needed.
I cleaned myself up and headed to the Captain’s Table.
The Federales had given the ship a letter about the charges against me and it was all in
Spanish. The skipper asked about my face - did the Mexicans do that? I told him I fell. Then
it turned out nobody could speak Spanish until my D.O. (Divisional Officer - Peter Fowler) in
his wisdom said he had a smattering of Spanish. He went through the letter picking out words
he knew one of them was stiletto made me sound like a butcher.

They produced the knife the Federales had given back my DO still insisting it was a nasty
looking thing. I made the mistake of asking for it back that didn’t go down well.
The skipper duly weighed me off hefty fine and stoppage of leave. My D.O. said I got off
lightly but if he had kept his schoolboy Spanish to himself I might have done better!
Well that’s the story of my Mexican escapade. Just one thing puzzles me where the hell was
Zorro or the Cisco kid when I needed them?
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From Ben Irving
Ben Irving went to Shotley last year to visit
Ganges (or what’s left of it.) He reports
“It’s so run down, what a shame”. Here are
some photos he took.

Above the famous mast now derelict and
below as it was in its hey day.
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Pedro’s Poem (Stage 3)
Barry Davies (he of Manzanilla fame) still waxing lyrical about our 1968 Cruise. Here is the
third instalment Singapore- Hong Kong - Japan
Egg banjos in Sembawang and cold tiger beer
Then on to Singapore
The sights the sounds of Boogie Street
Really was quiet queer
Boogie street for some a place of dreams
But be careful what your doing for all is not how it seems
Raffles a place of culture from a bygone past.
John Collins on the veranda really was a blast.
Leaving Singapore behind not too far to go
Hong Kong was are next stop
Wanchai, Kowloon lots of wonderful bars
A trip up the peak with an eastern maid maybe and look at the stars
Up at Happy Valley for a bet at the races
Then spend your winnings in the bars in Wanchai
Lovely Chinese girls in mini cheongsams
Oh so very friendly - my - oh my
Out night out in the bars
Then breakfast in the Fleet Club
And then aboard to do your watch
Ah there’s the rub !
We put Hong Kong behind us and sailed for Japan.
We passed so many tiny islands and tankers ten times our size
Headed into Kobe, a modern place
The people and the culture never ceased to fascinate and surprise
The people loved us British to us they were so polite
Everywhere you went there was friendly face
The Motamachi centre you could buy anything - it seemed to have it all
The thousand machines in pachinko parlours and the racket from the balls
I thought I had seen all that Japan had to offer
As we sailed the Inland Sea
Then we anchored off Miyazu
A place of great beauty set in a coral sea
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The Doc’s Scrapbook
The final pages of Dick Couch’s memorabilia from 1968.
Our thanks go to his wife Heather for her help and hospitality
when we visited them and providing these fascinationg glimpses of life on board.
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A tongue in cheek look at Portsmouth
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Portsmouth continued >>
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Portsmouth continued >>
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Original NAVY Rum?

There are various claims about what constitutes genuine ex-navy rum. For many years the
Association have stocked the Pussers Blue Label brand at 54.5% proof. There have been
several label changes recently and Blue label has been reduced in strength to 42 % proof and
replaced as Gunpowder Proof at 54.5% proof. It claims to be traditional Royal Navy style rum
produced at original Admiralty strength in accordance with the Admiralty’s blending recipe.
There is also now a Green Label at 75% proof, described as over-proof high-strength dark
rum.
Pussers rum has always been very expensive to buy in the UK at around £33 per bottle
(although it can be had for £10-£12 in Gibraltar).

We have tried Woods Old Navy rum at 57%.
It claims to be made from Demerara molasses and distilled at the
Diamond Distillery in Guyana, Created in 1887 and still made to the
original navy recipe.
We have done a blind tasting and cannot really tell the difference
between it and Pussers.
It retails at £20-£22 (2/3 the cost of Pussers) so we will be selecting
Woods for our rum stocks, at least when purchasing in the UK.
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Caprice WW2 Veterans

Over the years we have been privileged to contact some members of the Caprice’s first crew
whose experiences in action on Arctic Convoys makes our 1968 cruise seem just like a jolly.
Indeed the sole battle honour of Caprice is Arctic 1944.

Percy Newell crossed the bar a few years ago.

Donald Gray passed away on 14th September
2017 aged 94. He served on board Caprice
1942-47.

Before that he contributed hugely to the ships
history by keeping (an illicit) diary of the Arctic
and Far Eastern actions of the ship.

Ealier that year, we had visited him and spent
an interesting couple of hours listening to
his story and looking at his medals including
the Arctic ones from Russia and (belatedly)
from MOD.

Percy served on Caprice from 1944 to 1946.

Murray Haddow remains the only survivor we are aware of.
He writes: “I have my own flat in a Sheltered Housing
complex in Monifieth near Dundee. Fortunately I still keep
reasonably good health in my 93rd year!
I have tried to make contact with any of my old HMS Caprice
shipmates of the original 1944 ships company who might
still be alive but I think they’ve all gone!”
Some forty years after the Russian convoys the veterans who took part
were awarded a medal by Russia.
In 2013, nearly 70 years later, after a long campaign to recognise the
convoys’ sailors the MOD finally relented and awarded the ARCTIC STAR
to the few surviving veterans (unfortunately too late for Percy Newell). An
example of the despicable way the MOD and British Governments of all
parties treat our ex-serviceman and have done so for as long as anyone can
remember.
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Finance Report - April 2018
Funds - We currently have £2119 in the bank (of which £1000 is owing as reunion deposits).
Thanks to all members who pay subs by standing order – it saves us no end of time and
hassle! From that we have to fund this Newsletter and Portsmouth Reunion costs.
We have provisionally earmarked £500 to produce a 1967/68 Commission Book in the future.
Rum - 6 full bottles (Worth around £188 in UK and equates to around 71 tots), sufficient for
the 2018 Reunion. Many thanks to those members who generously donate rum to the
Association.
Assets - Apart from rum, the value of assets, which includes stamps, slops items etc, totals
£94.

Tie Pins - £6

Please make out any cheques to HMS
Caprice (1968) Association
RN Anchor Badges
£5

Brooch Pin Badge
£5

The Association has a PayPal account which is a simple way of
transferring payments into our bank account for purchases or
subs, especially if you are an overseas member.
Just use pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

Caprice History Book - D01- Issue 2
Issue 2 - a few copies of the hardback book are still available.
If any one wants a copy the cost is £15 (inc P&P in UK).
Please make out any cheques to G. Latter.
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968. An
annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Membership Secretary John Bishop
43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE
jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk Tel 02380 403 921

Reunion Organisors - Bob Mason & Alan Payne
at TAMWORTH RNA

Website Editor & Records Graham Latter
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk Tel 01482 632 276
2018 Tamworth Weekend is on June 22 - 24
2018 Main Reunion is on Sept 28 - 30 at Royal Maritime Club Portsmouth

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members
AB (QA2) John Dunn RO2(T) Dave Windsor ME1 Bob Harris L.Sea Mick Walsh
AB Dougie Richardson LCEM Danny Smith L/Sea Brian Watson
Surg. Lt Richard Couch Lt. Peter Fowler RO2(G) Greg Farmer
RO2(G) Dave Jennings POEL Syd Pawley LREM Chris Davis AB(G) Dennis Friedl
POSA(V) Brian Hobbs POME Harry Winterbottom
Ex Crew Members
LRO(G) Ali Dow RO2(G) Dave Matthews ChME Nick Carter CEA Don Farrow
CERA Paul Hockey PO Writer Dave Walters ME1 Don Swain Lt. Peter Higgs
AB Michael Nightingale POME Bill Burgess Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them
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