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The cover shows the Crossing the Line ceremony onboard Caprice on 5 Feb
1968. Enclosed with this newsletter is a complimentary Anchor Face Mask
– no doubt we will be needing them for a while yet !

RIP George (RIP) Kirby
Member George Kirby crossed
the bar on Sunday 18 October
2020. His wife Pat had
cared for him for many years
and wanted a proper Naval
send off. Pat , an ex WREN
was the only person he
would take any orders from!
The Association duly obliged
with loan of a white Ensign.
At the (restricted numbers)
service, Bob Mason paraded
the Association standard and
Graham Latter read the poem
“Crossing the bar”
On the ensign were displayed his cap, pea-do (RN long
Service and good conduct medal) and, as befitted a Chief
GI, a pair of carefully blancoed gaiters!
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RIP Jenny Rivett
Jennie passed away in
November 2020 aged 77 after
many years of ill health. During
this time Roger cared for her full
time, which meant they were
unable to come to recent
reunions. They always enjoyed
our reunions and many will
remember Jennie’s smiling face.

Hopefully Roger will now be able
come to future reunions again and
resume his place as duty Rum Boson

Crossing the Bar
The Association can offer some help if a Naval
send off is required for members, including loan
of a White Ensign Drape, the Association
Standard and procedural advice. It is essential
we be given as much notice as possible.

Veterans who have served for 22 years or have a campaign
medal, irrespective of rank, are entitled to the services of a
Marine Bugler, free of charge, at their funeral. This is subject
to operational commitments and availability. We can enquire
on your behalf.
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RNA Tamworth Report
At the end of September 2020 part of the club ceiling came
crashing through the suspended ceiling into the club - thankfully
no one was in the club at the time.(see photos).
After examination by a structural engineer and a full report on
the ceiling / roof space it was decided that a new ceiling / roof
was required.
As the building is grade 2 listed permission was sought from the local council
bur due to covid restrictions the planning committee have only met on the
2nd. March and approved the work to go ahead.
We have been given an estimated date for completion of late August this
year. As Covid restrictions are lifted the club members intend to meet up
once a week at a local ale house until the club is available to move back into.
We have missed our chance to welcome everyone to Tamworth in June as
planned but as soon as we can another date will be offered.
Looking forward to welcoming the Caprice Round The World Association
back to Tamworth for a run ashore.
Yours Aye - Bob Mason & Wacker Payne
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Reunion September 24th – 26th at Chester
Planning for the reunion is in place, booking forms are included with this
newsletter and are also available on the website.
Government restrictions on what used to be normal life are programmed to
be lifted in June but clearly cannot be guaranteed, however there is the
expectation that we can hold an unfettered reunion in September.
Unfortunately members who normally travel from homes abroad may find it
difficult to attend, what rules on international travel will be in place in late
September are anybodies guess.
In short there is no reason at present why our event cannot be held. There are
a number of reasons why you might wish to attend this year in particular:
1)

You all must be needing a break if not a full scale holiday.

2)

We have a block of rooms allocated to us, I suspect accommodation
may be hard to find this summer with large numbers of staycations
taking place.

3)

We missed out last year.

4)

Chester is very historic and a popular place to visit.

I will not attempt to list all the attractions Chester has to offer, the internet
will provide any information you may need. The Queen Hotel is the former
Railway Station hotel for Chester and thus provides very easy access to the
station which provides regular services to
London, Manchester, Liverpool and the
North Wales coast amongst other places
(even South Wales). Two points, you can
use the train to travel to and fro and also
for a day trip during your stay.
We look forward to welcoming you all.
Gordon Duffy
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Back to Dryad and May 65 basic
training completed time for Drafty to
send this very young sailor off to his
first proper commission. HMS Lincoln
an air direction picket based in
Singapore.

Ivor Lloyd
It started on 26 Sept 1948 in
Newcastle Upon Tyne when I
arrived as an 8lb 6oz present for my
parents, luckily the NHS had only
just started a couple of months
previous.
I lived with my parents and two
sisters until 1964 when I left home
and boarded a train bound for
Shotley Gate near Ipswich and
HMS Ganges, part of 66
recruitment and would spend the
next 11months living in Keppel 1
mess.
From Ganges it was a move down
south and HMS Dryad for about 3
months to become a baby RP. Back
to Ganges in September my class
flew out to Malta and joined HMS
Eastbourne for two weeks sea
training. During that time I had my
16th birthday along side in Gibraltar.
My first ever flight to Malta and my
second back home from Gibraltar.

Singapore dockyard as a young sailor
in May 65 was quite an eye opener. With
a large change over of crew we spent
several weeks getting to know the ship
and each other. Even up to Hong Kong
and back. Then our first anti infiltration patrols. The troubles around
Borneo and Malaysia were still in full
swing
More visits to Subic Bay, Hong Kong
and Bangkok were mixed in with
normal work and my first Xmas away
from home on patrol off Borneo. On
Xmas day we dropped anchor and two
mine sweepers that were on patrol with
us tied up along side us for the day.
Early afternoon it was piped “away
seaboards crew”. An AB with several
cans and his tot inside him had decided
to swim for land. Who can forget the
1st Lt on the upper deck megaphone in
hand calling him back, and the out
board mine sweeper casting off and
heading after him. We did get him back.
During those patrols we found a few
tropical and isolated beaches for
banyans, remembering to watch out for
sea snakes swimming past!
6

HMS Caprice 1968 Association

Newsletter 75 Mar 2021

In the spring of 1966 HMS Lincoln
left Singapore for Plymouth and a long
overdue refit and lots of up grades.
A few weeks into the refit I am off to
Portsmouth and HMS Bellerophon.
Spent 3 months chugging around
Portsmouth Harbour checking the
reserve ships (there was quite a few
in those days).
Next to HMS Decoy finishing a refit.
Joining within a couple of days of me
was Cdr Tim Bevan! I would have
liked to stay on it but Drafty had other
plans and in Spring 1967 and I’m
going from one destroyer to another
HMS Caprice, and the same Captain.
On Caprice I was allocated a locker
in 14 mess the RPs mess, with L/Sea
John Bishop as leading hand of the
mess. As a young AB it was back to
slinging a hammock (I had a bunk on
the Decoy!)

SEMBAWANG 1968 IVOR ON RIGHT

In early 1968 heading back to the Far
East felt really good. I remember that
en-route to San Francisco we had
some quite rough weather making us
roll around. I came out the mess and
went up two decks to go across the
catwalk over the iron deck I had just
got onto the deck when the ship
started to roll. Another AB and
myself grabbed the handrails as the
ship rolled the sea came up and up.
We ended up nearly up to our waist
in the Pacific Ocean.

I could go on for several pages about
that commission. At Portland, on duty
watch when we got blown off the jetty.
Helping with the light jackshaft when
CDR Sea Training ended up in the sea,
I was by the gangway when we got
along side and he came on board. He
was not amused. I recall everyone
disappeared from the gangway area
and leaving Cdr Bevan to face him
alone.
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TONGA 1968 VIC AVIAT, JOHN BISHOP & IVOR

I had my 20th birthday just before got to Pearl Harbour, just as well as
Americans check age for drinking then as they still do now, can’t understand
that I don’t get asked my age anymore.
I left Caprice for Dryad passed as RP2. Next HMS Sultan with the stokers
harbour training ships. I was carrying some stores across the ships gangway
between two ships when my left kneecap decided it didn’t want to be in
place. In Haslar hospital then light duties awaiting an operation. Mid July
1969 for that operation. Dates I won’t forget as I was making my recovery
after the operation and watched the first landing on the moon on the television
in the ward. Eventually back to Sultan, light duties and lots of physio for the
next few months.
June 1970 in Plymouth for HMS Eagle for refit living on board Centaur. 31st
July 1970 move on board Eagle, LAST DAY OF THE TOT. Not a good day
for the move!
This was to be the Eagle’s last commission, but the end was still over 18
months away and quite a few runs ashore between the Med, South Africa the
Far east and Australia again before paying off.
Sadly just when leaving for Australia our Lox plant blew up during the normal
watch inspection killing one and causing very bad injuries to the other person.
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They flew the injured to Singapore and brought a team back with them to
carry out the formal inquiry into the incident. Worst fire on a RN warship
I’ve been involved with.
In Singapore I am the right hand marker of the left section for the Royal
guard at the formal pulling out of UK forces from Singapore. In Hong Kong
we do a joint service guard for the changing over of Governors, with a Welsh
RSM in charge of the training, what fun! In early 1972 and we are heading
for a very short visit to Cape Town for mail (and a couple of AWOLs!) then
full ahead for Gibraltar, entering Portsmouth for the last time and paying off
in January 1972.
In April 1972 I’m on a ferry entering Belfast harbour and hoping someone
would be there to take me to prison ships HMS Maidstone and Hartland
Point that were berthed by the oil jetty. HMS Maidstone had 10ft screens
topped with razor wire to keep the prisoners in and out of sight, then Hartland
point. The two ships were berthed on the same jetty very close to each other
and a hole was cut in the bow of each ship so a gangway could be used and
give easy access to each ship. While in N/Ireland I got my Leading Hands
rate
After 9 months in Belfast by Ferry and train to Brize Norton I’m off to Gibraltar
and joining HMS Glamorgan with no idea how to operate half the equipment.
B turret was lifted off and the Exocet missile system was fitted. Halfway
through the refit in Plymouth my right knee decided to go the same way that
the left had a few years previous. Several months later and a couple of
operations later followed by lots of physio and I’m declared fit for sea duty
once again.
It was decided that as they already have a replacement for me I was longer
required on Glamorgan, although I wanted to rejoin it as they were heading
for the Far East and another trip out there seemed a good idea as I only had 9
months of my time left in R N
Next I join HMS Laymoor, the last boom defence boat manned by a RN
crew.
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Very early January 75, Sunday night about 2200 and I’m the only person to
get off the train at the local railway station for Greenock harbour. When I
eventually find Laymoor I stood on the jetty and looked at this rust bucket in
front of me. The QM gave me a hand getting my kit to the mess and sorting
out a bunk. At 0830 the following morning and we are heading down the
Clyde to lay a buoy. On the Laymoor we got to several places around the top
of Scotland that normally I would not have expected to go to - Rathlin Island,
Campbeltown, Barry Island and a couple of jobs in Londonderry, to mention
a few.
October 75 and its off to Portsmouth for discharge. Being single a couple I
knew had just taken over a pub in
Southsea and asked if I would like to
stay with them. What ex sailor could
turn down the chance of living above a
pub? Offer taken up, followed in a
couple of weeks by job in dockyard then
my own flat all leading into the hot
summer of 76. In 1989 I meet the lovely
Joy and one year later we got married.
During my time in the dockyard I was
involved with a lot of challenging and
interesting projects, including getting
the ships ready for the Falklands War,
and the repair of HMS Nottingham after
she had a large part of the bottom ripped
out by a reef.
In April 2011 at 62 I retired from being
Operation Manager for a large section
working for BAE systems in the Naval
Base. We have travelled a fair bit over
the years, America, South Africa, the Far
East, trips and cruises.
IVOR & JOY AT HOME
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I have been involved in the National Coast Watch at the Gosport station. We
took a trolley around the QA hospital in Portsmouth for the League of Friends
for nearly 8 years until our health made us give it up. I’m involved in the local
library with the summer reading challenge children up to 12yrs old.
We go to dance classes twice a week and Joy sings in a chorus. In our spare
time we have a little dog that demands our attention. We live very close to
the Solent and can look across to the Isle of Wight during our walks.
Likes - Volunteering in local Library, walking dog, going on holidays.
Dislikes - Nanny state, People not taking responsibility for their own actions,
Bad workmanship

EDITORS NOTE on Profiles
We are always pleased to get Member’s Profiles to let others know what you
have done with your life! We have some guidelines that can help you put
your story together, and we ask for no more than 800 words. Ivor did not ask
for these and his profile, which must have taken him hours to compile, arrived
on our desk with 2,800 words! This would have taken up a large part of the
entire newsletter and it has been edited down to 1700 words. All the best bits
have been left in!
When you have finished your masterpiece read through it and see if you can
make it shorter and crisper.
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Potential New Members
We have been contacted by a couple of the crew of 1968 and had hoped to
introduce them as new members but have not heard back from them to date.
They are Edward Lancaster-Williams (the Sub Lt in this obviously posed
picture with Bob Logan) and S/A Noel Drummond pictured here.

Noel Drummond

Rum Issue

We also have had a membership application from L/RO Chris Ball who was
onboard Caprice in 1971 but have had to inform him that Association
membership is strictly limited to those onboard during the 1968 World Cruise.
We are sending him some old newsletters and have his details if anyone
wants to contact him.
We often get these requests, mainly from veterans viewing
the Association website.
The first question when they say “I was on the Caprice” is
always “When?”
There are no exceptions to the rule of 1968 !
We also had a membership application from someone who is already a member
and joined many years ago. Maybe he is just getting forgetful as we all are!
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Requiem for Portsmouth
It was out of interest, just the other day,
I wandered across the pond, via Google Maps
To Portsmouth, England, where just perhaps,
I’d look up some of our old haunts,
Back when we were younger chaps.
As I navigated overhead, and tried to find my way,
Looking for pubs and shore bases I knew, back in the day,
It became more and more apparent, much to my dismay,
That some of the places I knew so well, so long ago,
Had been unceremoniously swept away.
H.M.S. Nelson now a shadow of its former self, and Vernon
Much to my appall, converted into a shopping mall.
What of Whaley? Also gone! The Trafalgar Club,
The Albion, The Wiltshire Lamb, The Swan, et al,
All great in their time . . . now just exist in our mind.
Even the dockyard, from what I can see,
Is falling into the veil of history. More a museum
Showcase than a military entity. Where once
The largest navy in the world held sway,
Is now a family outing destination for a day.
But Portsmouth will always be a naval town,
No matter how much of it will be taken down,
To make way for what the future holds in time.
But just remember mate, although now it’s an
Echo of the past, we were there when it was great!

Ken Bromley
September, 2020
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History Book
The third issue of the Caprice History Book
has now been updated and reprinted with over
100 pictures, many now in full colour. Cost
to members is £15 including P&P to UK
(normal price £17). Note that book payments
are made to G. Latter NOT the Association.
Work is also underway on a book about the
activities of the black gang in destroyers
entitled Watch Below. If anyone has any
recollections or other info you might like to
be included please contact Graham Latter.

RIP Prince Philip
He was a Destroyer man too
As this newsletter was going to print we leaned
of the death of HRH Prince Philip on April 9th.
In his younger days he served with distinction in
the Royal Navy including on the destroyers HMS
Wallace & HMS Whelp.
After the Queen was crowned he had to
regretfully retire to support her.
However when in civvies he could
often be seen sporting a RN tie as we are all entited to wear.
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Finance Report
FUNDS - We currently have £1506 in the bank after paying for your COVID
masks. From that we have to fund this and the next newsletter
RUM - 4 full bottles (worth around £128 in UK and equates to around 48
tots).
Thanks again to all our members who pay subs by standing order – it
saves us no end of time and hassle!
ASSETS - Apart from rum, the value of postage items totals £198

Payments to the Association
Please pay by BACS
BANK sort code 60-11-40 a/c no 36267112
or Pay-Pal
pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Ensure you identify the payment with a name
If you cannot pay this way please contact us
We do not really want to have to process cheque payments!

Association Website
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to
date and you can view
newsletters online. It has had
over 27,300 hits to date and has
attracted many new members.
There is also a good picture
archive of the Caprice from
1942 to 1979, and up to date
Association & Reunion News.
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968. An
annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Membership Secretary John Bishop
43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE
jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk Tel 02380 403 921
Website/Newsletter & Records Graham Latter
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk Tel 01482 632 276
Reunion Organisor - Gordon Duffy
Next Main Reunion is at Chester on Sept 24 & 25 Sept 2021

Tamworth RNA - Bob Mason & Alan Payne
Next Tamworth Weekend - To be arranged

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar...
Ex Association Members
AB (QA2) John Dunn RO2(T) Dave Windsor ME1 Bob Harris L.Sea Mick
Walsh
AB Dougie Richardson LCEM Danny Smith L/Sea Brian Watson
Surg. Lt Richard Couch Lt. Peter Fowler RO2(G) Greg Farmer
RO2(G) Dave Jennings POEL Syd Pawley LREM Chris Davis AB(G) Dennis
Friedl POSA(V) Brian Hobbs POME Harry Winterbottom Cdr Tim Bevan
AB David Cummings ChGI George Kirby
Ex Crew Members
LRO(G) Ali Dow RO2(G) Dave Matthews ChME Nick Carter CEA Don Farrow
CERA Paul Hockey PO Writer Dave Walters ME1 Don Swain Lt. Peter Higgs
AB Michael Nightingale POME Bill Burgess
Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them
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