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The cover picture shows two cut away views of the ship from the history book, demonstrating
just how much space was taken for fuel and machinery. This newsletter is somewhat late due
to presssure on my time from many other directions.

I was recently contacted by the granddaughter of Donald Gray  requesting a history book.
He served on board Caprice 1942-47 and is now 93. Amazing that some of these veterans are
still with us.  He remembers well the Arctic Convoys (got the medal after waiting 60 years! –
classic MOD) and the Japanese surrender.  I have sent him details of how to get his veteran’s
badge and hope to meet up with him to see what details he can add to the ship’s war history.

Graham Latter

In memory of Syd Pawley and at his family’s request, the
Association made a donation to Sightsavers.  This is an
international organisation that works in more than 30 countries
to eliminate avoidable blindness and support people with visual
impairments to live independently. 80 per cent of blindness in
the world is avoidable, so this is a very worthy cause.

www.sightsavers.org

RIP Chris Davis
We had this news from his wife Dorothy

It is with great sadness that I am writing to tell you that my darling
husband Chris passed away on the 5th of August after a hard fought
battle with multiple myeloma. (7 years). He died at home with myself
and our son Gareth with him. He is greatly missed by us all.

Chris was an A/0LREM onboard and lived in Carnforth.  The
Association has made a donation to St John’s Hospice in his memory.



3

HMS Caprice 1968 Association Newsletter 67  August  2016

3rd Tamworth Weekend   June 24 to 26th
Royal Naval Association, Victoria Road Tamworth, B79 3HL

Tel 01827 63623   www.tamworthrna.webeden.co.uk

12 members enjoyed the generous hospitality of Tamworth RNS with Bob
and Donna Mason putting in a lot of hard work as usual for which the
Association presented them with 2 well earned gifts.

Bob has indicated that providing some members are interested, he has  penciled
in for 2017 the 23rd - 25th June.

2016 Reunion in Dawlish
This is at the Langstone Cliff Hotel,

 Mount Pleasant Road, Dawlish Warren, Dawlish, Devon EX7 0NA
on Fri 30 Sept to Sun 2 October.

27 members are booked in with many guests.

Continued >>
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2016 Reunion in Dawlish
There are some changes to the routine this year (some of them so I can have an
easier weekend than sometimes has been the case in the past). As part of the
package, on each evening each guest can have one complimentary drink – this will
not affect the rum issue.

Friday Evening - Buffet meal and tombola with John and Jean Bishop.
Saturday Evening - there is no set menu so you can choose what you want.
Table Plan  - I vowed this year not to have a Table Plan as they cause me lots of
hassle and I am fed up with some folk whinging that they are not seated with their
best buddy. Personally I do not care who I sit with and think members should
mingle more.  We do not have one on the Friday night and at Tamworth and seems
to work out reasonably well.  However I have concluded the alternatives are
probably worse. So there will be a Table Plan but no place names on tables as you
should all know each other by now and they are just extra work.  If you want to
swap with someone fine but do not wait until a few minutes before dinner.

Seating time for dinner - There are good reasons to have everyone seated on
time for dinner. Its not because we are power freaks but its only fair on the hotel
and unless we get started promptly the less time we have for the entertainment laid
on later. So no repetition of last year please when it was a difficult start. Remember
to leave your raffle prizes (wrapped in plain paper) at the designated table.

Once sat down John Bishop will give a very brief welcome speech and rum will be
issued as normal.  We are hoping our normal Rum Bosun, Roger Rivett, will be
with us this year.

We have an interesting group booked – the Covers
Brothers. Separated at birth, the four Brothers - Monty,
Mutley, Stanton and Clayton, were reunited in South
Devon through their shared interest in music. The brothers
finally established contact with one another and The
Covers Brothers Band was formed.

Graham L
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The Future

2017 Reunion back at Lincoln
We have booked the Bentley Hotel for the third time for the weekend of Oct 6-8th 2017.  This
hotel has proved popular in the past with members and is nicely located for those of us who
do not live in the tropical south.

On the previous 2 occasions the hotel demanded a corkage charge for our rum issue.  In view
of the profit they make from us over the weekend and because it is expensive for us to provide
we thought this very unreasonable and told them so in no uncertain terms. No other hotel we
have used has insisted on this.  We are pleased to report that the Bentley has now relented.

For those of you who do not want to revisit the shops and bars in Lincoln there are several
excellent Air Museums around Lincoln including Newark Air Museum and Lincolnshire
Aviation Heritage Centre.   I have an old Navy colleague who lives locally and he will be
pleased to advise and possibly show groups around.

John and myself have been giving some thoughts about what the future holds for the
Association. I have now been running the Association for over 11 years (and Phil Evans did
10 before me) – you get less for murder!  I am happy to continue with the admin & website but
it would be nice if some of our younger members could offer some help. It’s not our Association
– it’s YOUR Association.

Newsletters – I get hardly any input from members (except Dave Silva) and am finding it
increasingly time consuming to get sufficient material together.  I have not been able to
persuade any more members to submit a profile.  We maybe need to look at the size and
frequency of  Newsletters.

Reunions – we wonder if the cost of a full Reunion weekend (which can amount to £400-
£500) is proving too expensive for some members.  We maybe need to look at the type and
frequency of  Reunions (maybe not every year?)

Finance – We have no financial problems but think that when the Association is wound up
(as it has to be eventually) the residue of funds should be given to a Naval Charity.

These are just some topics up for discussion so let us know what you think.
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Brian (Soapy) Watson
Hello Shipmates – from Brian ‘Soapy’ Watson.  It’s
a strange experience being asked to write a profile
from up here. Yes I managed to sail through the
Pearly Gates, unlike some others who were sent
down the hot space below (mainly stokers).

I was born and bred in Brownhills in the Midlands,
the second son of a miner and a serial house-mover.
Many times during my early school days I would
arrive ‘home’ from school to find someone else
unpacking boxes in my house and my Mum had done yet another ‘flit’ with a neighbour over
the back fence, or down the road, and off I would go in search of my new home.

Maybe it was this early exposure to serial house moving that sparked the wanderlust in me,
I was never going to be content with the expected career route for lads in the Midlands
which was straight to the mines aged 15.  Instead, and over my Mum’s ‘dead-body’ I was
going to join the Navy!  I managed to get my older brother Alan, 10 years my senior to forge
his Mum’s signature and preparations for my career were begun.

 In school, the teachers had to up their game; my class were the first to get letter writing
lessons as I would need to be able to write to my Mum and Dad, I’m sure there are some
other circa 1942 Brownhills lads and lassies who benefited from this offshoot of my sense of
adventure!

My daughter recalls that the stories I told of my time as a boy seaman at HMS Ganges were
both hellishly awful and wonderfully exciting in equal measures, from dragging a mattress
over the mast in thunderstorms to having enormous fun with matelots who until recently
were only names to her. I first met John Bishop there and our paths were to cross many times
in the Andrew.

I met my wife Eleanor on unscheduled leave ashore in Rothsey, she was there for the
dancing, and it was love at first sight, my letter writing paid off, and I won her hand and her
heart!  Naval married life saw her giving birth to our first daughter Pauline in Malta but by the
time Sue came along I was already aboard HMS Caprice and having the time of my life.  Sue
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was eight months old before she met me!

I left the Navy after serving 12 years, during which time I spent time in jail in Spain and the
foreign office had to get me out, had a nightmarish time in Aden, and escorted “Murderers!!
I tell you” back to the UK flying first class from San Francisco.

Civvy Street was a bit of a let-down.  After the Navy, my Mum cast a hook and it was back to
the Midlands for our family. I got work in a factory pressing stainless steel car bumpers but
finally asked for my cards by lobbing a bumper the full length of the factory floor in a fit of
pique! Factory work wasn’t for me; a stint in factory pressing aircraft plastic crockery
underlined that loud and clear.  Scotland was calling, and more specifically, Largs would be
our “home”, most importantly for us it was beside the sea, and we were content!

I worked as a deck hand on the Clyde Tugs for many years, taking a dip into being an
Insurance Man with the Pru for a time before being lured back on to the water as a Tug
Skipper at the Hunterston Oil Terminal where I gained a bit of a reputation as a gifted pile
driver; my son Alan would be born around this time.

I was poached by a Dutch firm straight from that job into a life-changing role of Tug Skipper
in Saudi Arabia building a huge new harbour and land reclamation project.  My family
followed me and a wonderful adventure in a foreign land began.  Now, don’t let anyone tell
you Saudi is dry!  Whether it was my bad habits or my Eleanor’s ability to turn a sow’s ear
into a silk purse, our home in camp DC22 in Damam was a veritable Pub….  My wife could
make booze out of anything it seemed, and I was “mine host” for the Brits, the Germans and
the Dutch on the camp.  We had some laughs though, burying the booze in the sand outside
the house seemed like such a good idea when we’d had a few… not quite so brilliant when
nobody could find the X in the sand several weeks later when we remembered what we had
done and the cupboards were bare!

Returning to UK in 1979 for a brief visit before another planned four years in China with the
same firm, however Maggie Thatcher fell out with the Chinese and the contract was cancelled
so instead I spent my hard earned gains on my own boat, the first of many… heaven!  We
swapped coasts, moving from Largs in the West through to Cellardyke in the East, settling
in Fife.

I spent time as a Loch Gateman in Methil, then years in the oil and gas industry on the Rig
safety vessels in the North Sea, before finally settling into my favourite role as Harbourmaster
at the busy fishing harbour of Pittenweem.

I retired from there to indulge my love of being on the water with my boat The Barracuda a
converted fishing boat before being seduced by sail in my later years… first the ‘Up Spirits’
and then my pride and joy, the Rufus-M, a 27’ yacht, and if you listened to my wife, the
equivalent of my garden shed!

I persuaded another Association member, Dave Cummings, to join me and bring the boat
from Helensburgh to port Edgar along the Forth and Clyde canal.

Continued >>
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On the next 3  pages Continuing
Dick Couch’s memorabilia from 1968

 Panama Canal Transit & San Andre Notes

The Doc’s Scrapbook

My wife was driven mad by me through the years as a direct result of my ‘World Tour’ on
Caprice she’d say, this place looks lovely, we should visit… I’d say, nah, been there, you
wouldn’t like it!

So that’s all for now, must get some scran, its pretty good up here with lots of babies heads,
pot mess, sh*t on a raft and cheesy hammy eggys, all washed down with a daily tot. (It was
not abolished in heaven).  The bloody stokers down below only get Pussers Kye and Limers
occasionally.

Editors Notes – This article has been prepared from notes compiled by his daughter,
Sue Collins, who has also agreed this somewhat wacky presentation.  We both agree
that Soapy would thoroughly approve!

The epic voyage of the Rufus-M is described in Newsletter 57 May 2012 page 4.

WARNING - for those members who have not yet submitted a profile do not put it off
too long or you may get the same treatment - better you tell your story youself!

Referendum & Brexit
It is not the business of the Association to
comment on politics but suffice to say we hope
you all voted and we suspect quite a few
members are not too unhappy with the result!

Maybe now people will stop talking this country
down.

At least we will not be part of a European Armed
Services – perish the thought.
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News from the Cavalier
Our Cavalier volunteer, Dave Silva, has sent in these photos showing the
restoration of the for’d magazine flood locker.

These the remote valve wheels and the rods which went down through the
comms mess into the fr’d magazine to flood it from the  fire main.

The New Monster Carriers
From one extreme to the other! The opposite page shows one of our huge new carriers.  Just
one plane probably costs more than it did to build Cavalier & Caprice!  However it was
possible to man them and provide their armament, which is in some considerable doubt for
the carriers.

A carrier requires a “battle group” protecting it and how we are going to do that with what
is left of our Navy no one knows.  Even the Yanks are finding it expensive to maintain this
type of military capability.
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HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH
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Spare a  thought for....

Dennis Friedle fighting the big C but things are looking quite good and he is very positive.

Jennie Rivett who is not at all well

Brian (Harry)  Hobbs who still has a major problem with his Port ankle (and starboard one is
not so good) but keeps hoping for some Dockyard work  soon after umerouse delays. Offers
of a wooden leg continue to be met with a stream of expletives.

We have sold very few slops items over the past few years and apart from lapel badges
want to dispose of some stock – see SALE offer price. Prices now include P & P .

Please make out cheques to:
HMS Caprice 1968 Association

All profits go to Association funds

Polo Shirts
M (42”) or XL (48”)

£18
SALE - £12

Cufflinks
£8.50

SALE - £5

Brooch Pin Badge
£5

RN Anchor Badges
£5

Tie Bar
£6.50

SALE - £5
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Finance Report
Funds - We currently have a healthy £1,450 in the bank Thanks to all members who pay
subs by standing order – it saves us no end of time and hassle! From that we have to fund the
next 2 Newsletters and Reunion costs.

Rum - 5 full bottles  (Worth around £150 in UK and equates to around 60 tots), sufficient for
the 2016 Dawlish Reunion. Mike Smith is holding two further bottles, acquired during his
visit to Gibraltar.  If you are visiting Gib and can obtain any bottles of Pussers Rum (used to
be called blue label but now labeled Gunpowder Proof Black Label) for us we will purchase
from you – it should cost £10-£12 from the shops in Main Street.

Assets - Apart from rum, the value of assets, which includes slops items etc. totals £182.

www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date
and you can view newsletters online.
It has had over 20,500 hits to date and
has attracted many new members.
There is also a very good picture
archive of the Caprice from 1942 to
1979, up to date with Association &
Reunion News.

The Association has a PayPal account which  is a simple
way of transferring payments into our bank account
especially if you are an overseas member. Just use
pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

Association Website

Caprice History Book - D01- Issue 2
Issue 2 - a hardback book is available.If any one wants a copy
the cost is £15  (inc P&P in UK). Please make out any cheques
to G.  Latter.
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW

Tel 01482 632 276

Membership Secretary & Reunion Advisor
John Bishop

jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE

Tel 02380 403 921

Absent  shipmates who  have  crossed  the  bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn       RO2(T) Dave Windsor     ME1 Bob Harris
      L.Sea Mick Walsh      AB Dougie Richardson    LCEM Danny Smith

L/S Brian Watson     Surg. Lt Richard Couch    Lt. Peter Fowler
RO2(G) Greg Farmer  RO2(G) Dave Jennings  POEL Syd Pawley

LREM Chris Davis

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain      Lt. Peter Higgs      AB Michael Nightingale

POME Bill Burgess also - Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2016 Reunion is at Langstone Cliff Hotel, Dawlish on 30 Sept to 2 Oct.
The 2017 Reunion is at the Bentley Hotel Lincoln on 6 to 8 Oct
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