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The front cover picture shows the Caprice in company with the Cavalier in 1972 and was sent
in by Engineer Officer David Wilkes who was on board when she was a training ship for
Engineer officers.

Trevor Cole has informed us he has recently  learned of the death of his beloved “Sea Daddy”
on the Caprice  ME1 Don Swain (although, apparently, it was a long time ago).

Shortage of space prevents us from including more Reunion photos and a letter from Phil
Rowe about the Hobart incident - hope to include these in the next issue - Graham Latter

2008 Reunion Report
The 2008 reunion  at Bristol was well attended
with  a record 38 members, (5 who had not been
before)  and including Rob Wilkinson from
Spain, Larry & Sandee Carroll back from
New Zealand again, Colin Bond (see pic below)
over from Texas USA  again.

 .... and of course Gordon & Linden Chapman
from California USA  who turn up most years!
They first met when Caprice visited San
Francisco in 68 so to mark the occasion they
were presented with an engraved crystal.

We were especially pleased to
welcome back Arthur Ginn and
Rita Walsh, who sadly, having
both lost their partners,  hopefully
had their spirits raised (in more
ways than one) back among their
old shipmates.
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A lot of work goes on behind the scenes organising reunion, as I am sure Phil and Jackie will
know  only too well,  so it nice to know it does not go unappreciated. Here are a few comments
we have received:

Rita Walsh brought along her daughter, Karen, who was a
star turn at the auction presided over by our Auctioneer
Extraordinaire - Syd Pawley!  Colin Bond kindly donated for
auction a vast range of American headgear and clothing.We
still have some baseball hats left!

Also auctioned was a
small version of the
Reunion cake (shown
here), baked by one of
Delia Smith’s chefs

Hola Graham. Now that I have safely returned to warmer
climes, tired and in need of a period of abstinence from
alcohol, I thought I would send to you, and Harry, my
appreciation to you both for the hard work and helpfulness
in making it a fabulous reunion. I am looking forward to
Chatham already!  Saludos Rob Wilkinson

Just a line to let you know how much we enjoyed the
reunion.The hotel and food was 1st class,and the whole weekend was brilliant. Well done
you and Harry  - Shirley & Lonnie Skeet

Thank you for a great weekend reunion.  My wife Cynthia  and daughter Joanne also send
their thanks.  The whole do went down great. Brian Coxhill.

Once again thanks to you and Harry for another great weekend The reunions seem to get
better with every passing year. Best wishes - Dave and Lin Silva

What a fantastic Reunion you put on.  Am really going to try for next year. Great Job.
Cheers - Colin Bond

Many thanks for all your terrific work towards making the  reunion in Bristol the best ever!
The Crystal momento presented to us is very dear to us and such a suprise.
From Gordon & Linden Chapman

Mail Drop
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Members at the 2008 Reunion

2009 Reunion in Chatham
We have booked The King Charles Hotel in Chatham for next year’s
reunion on Saturday 26 September 2009.  The Hotel has put together
a very good value weekend package for us.

The booking arrangements will be somewhat different from
the past as members will need to complete a hotel booking
form (which we will provide) and guarantee the booking no
later than July 31st 2009 with a £30 deposit per person.  The

hotel booking form  will ensure that you
are competely in the picture regarding cancellation liabilities.

With this newsletter is an Association booking form which we need
back ASAP to assess the numbers and prepare table plans etc.  WE
DO NOT REQUIRE A DEPOSIT AT THIS STAGE.  We will send
out a hotel booking form in 2009 to all members returning this (or just
let us have the details by e-mail).

We have booked Shep Wooley for some Satuday evening entertainment
and  will be arranging a group visit to the Cavalier and the Dockyard
at discounted entrance rates with the Cavalier Association.

Graham & Jean Latter

Brian & Pat Hobbs

Derek & Sue Crowley

Keith & Rita Vaughan

John & Jean Bishop

Gordon & Linden Chapman

Dave & Linda Silva

Mike & Sue Smith

Alan & Pam Payne

Lonnie & Shirley Skeet

Roger & Jennie Rivett

John & Lynda Kennedy

Bob & Donna Mason

Denis & Jackie Cahill

Greg & Pat Farmer

Bob & Fran Logan

Brian Turner

Dave Jennings

Dave Cromack

Phil & Pat Briggs

Colin & Sue Gannaway

Syd & Ann Pawley

Ron & Sandra Kirkpatrick

Phil & Jackie Evans

Alasdair & Margaret MacFarlane

Roy Johansen & Lorraine Emerson

Colin Bond

Neil & Jayne Smith

Dave & Diane Hughes

Roger & Eileen Thompsett

Bill & Yvonne Proctor

Larry & Sandy Carroll

Brian & Eleanor Watson

Brian & Cynthia Coxhill
& daughter Joanne

Rita Walsh & daughter Karen
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2009 Reunion Package
3 NIGHTS (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)  bed, breakfast & Dinner with
Reunion Dinner on Saturday...£129 per person (Single room £168 per person)

2 NIGHTS (Friday, Saturday or Sunday), bed, breakfast & Dinner with Reunion
Dinner Saturday...£94 per person  (Single room £120 per person)

SATURDAY NIGHT ONLY  - bed, breakfast with Reunion Dinner
...£54 per person  (Single room £70 per person)

SATURDAY - Reunion Dinner only ...£25 per person

ADDITIONAL NIGHTS (bed and breakfast ONLY)
...£46 per person double/twin room (Single room £58 per person)

From Percy’s Logbook
Percy Newell  served on the Caprice as an
AB from 1944 to 1946.  From August 1945
to May 1946 he kept a log book of the ship’s
deployment to the Far East.  Here is the first
of some memorable entries in 1945:

10th August Gibraltar - Everyone standing by
to hear the latest on the Japanese surrender
“buzz”. Captain “cleared lower deck” to
speak to the crew. He said that whatever
happened we should still go East.

15th  August - Malta The great news of the
Japanese surrender has just come through.
Everyone seems to have gone crazy. I went
ashore this afternoon but didn’t think much
of it. Visited Selina and Valetta. Grand
display of lighting and flares from ships in
the harbour.

9th October -  Left Singapore 0100hrs, arrived
Pidjah 0900. Embarked 300 Jap prisoners
amongst them being 5 major war criminals
and the chief torturer who is credited of
killing 35 Australians and 10 officers.

10th October Arrived Singapore 2330 and
disembarked prisoners.

17th December Arrived Keetaradja Island,
Sumatra. 0915. Captain acting as SNO
conducting surrender of 4,000 Japanese.
20,000 Indonesians are fighting and massing
ashore.

18th Dec General and 41 of his officers and
staff came aboard to surrender their swords
and sign the peace treaty. All went off
smoothly. It was a very impressive show
seeing the Japs bowing and saluting the
Ensign.

Percy has sent us some amazing photos of
the japanese surrender on HMS Caprice
which will
feature in the
Book we are
preparing,
including this
one of a
Japanese Officer
surrendering his
sword to the
skipper of the
Caprice.
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2008 - 40 years on!  October - December Diary
Following the exercise with Far East Fleets off the Solomon Islands in September Caprice
steamed to New Zealand. One prop shaft seized up but arrived in Auckland, New Zealand
on 16 October for self maintenance alongside HMS Triumph.

Departed Auckland on Oct 24th and arrived at Tonga on the 27th (late due to engine problems).
Departed Tonga the next day and on 28th crossed  the international dateline.  Monday 28th

became Tuesday 28th - unfortunately no double tot!   Arrived at Apia, Samoan Islands -
skipper refused to go through breakwater due to rough seas and exposed coral reef. Motorboat
sent ashore to pick up mail (Bish & Harry Hobbs only ones ashore as usual!) and provisions
then the ship departed.

On 1st Nov arrived at Fanning Island (Atoll in Pacific).
Swimming party only for two hours then ship departed.
Arrived at  Pearl Harbour, Honolulu, Hawaii on the 5th  then
departed on the 8th   (Who is this Association member?)

Exercised in the Pacific with HMS Puma – nearly capsized in
violent storm before entering San Francisco, USA  on 13th

Nov (Linden meets Gordon!) Captain flew to UK & 1st Lt
takes command.  Departed  San Francisco (minus a few crew members) on 8th Nov.

On 22nd Nov arrived in  Manzanillo – Mexico  for fueling - should have sailed at 1430 but
2 stokers went adrift.  PO Brian Hobbs and shore patrol find them pissed under a table in
some cantina. Departed Manzanillo 1600 on the 23rd (a day late).

On 28th November transited the Panama Canal and on the
29th arrived at San Andreas island (Columbian Protectorate)
in Caribbean.  All day carnival on island - free beer - ships
company provided pirates to attack the island in boats in
memory of Captain Morgan.

On 2nd Dec departed San Andreas on 3rd Dec and  arrived at
Kingston, Jamaica - 2 knifings and several beaten up!

Departed  Kingston on the 5th and arrived at  San Juan island, Puerto Rico on the 7th .

Depart San Juan on the 9th and arrived at  Ponta del Garda – Azores on the 15th Depart
Ponta del Garda - rough passage across the Atlantic before finally arriving back at Pompey
to tie up alongside HMS Devonshire.

Thus ended the cruise of ‘68 – never to be forgotten by all who sailed on it!
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NOW
Reunion

2006

Veterans Badge
Members are reminded that
you are ALL entitled to a
veterans badge issued free by
the MOD (they do not give
much else away!).  You must
apply yourself but we can tell
you how if you contact us.

is how they describe the sacrifice of British
and Allied lives in the inescapable war against
Nazi Germany and the Axis powers.

People who wear white poppies - who include
the sanctimonious prats of the "Christian"
think tank Ekklesia - not only dishonour our
war dead: they also assert their supposed
moral superiority over the 40 million Britons
who wear British Legion red poppies.

What should you do if you see a white poppy
wearer today? At the very least - if I may
borrow a phrase from my colleague Alan
Cochrane - you should give them a cheery
wave not involving the use of all your fingers.

From Daily Telegraph Nov 11th 2008

Chichester council officials refused to clean up a dustbin in
a four-inch deep stream because there was no one available
who was ‘qualified’ in the use of wellington boots.Sometimes
‘you couldn’t make it up’ is utterly, hopelessly inadequate!

There's an entire puritanical, purselipped industry dedicated
to finding out what people like to do and stopping them. All at public expense. The Health
and Safety Executive long ago lost all touch with reality. They even wanted the Army to put
handrails on the side of the Brecon Beacons to stop soldiers falling over on training exercises.
Warden Hodges, from Dad's Army, is alive and well and living in Britain in 2007.

Some of it borders on clinical insanity. Take this, for example: "It's a bit like keeping tigers
- they are beautiful to look at, but you wouldn't want them wandering the streets." That was
Torbay councillor Colin Charlwood talking not about lions, or crocodiles, but palm trees.
He was defending the council's decision to declare the English Riviera's famous palm trees
a danger to the public. He explained: "What if one of those leaves caught a child in the eye,
for example?"

Commemorative Book
The Association seems to have become the
de facto keeper of archives for the Caprice
during her 35 year existence.  The book we
are preparing, which was originally to
commemorate the 1968 cruise, has now
become a complete ships history from 1944
to 1979. - Graham L

At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month,  we are sure the thoughts of all
members were with those Service men and
women who fell in the defence of our liberty.

But spare a thought, too, for the men and
women of the White Poppy  appeal. And
don't make it a kind thought. This wretched
outfit "believes that there are better ways of
solving conflicts than killing strangers". That
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Born in Bournemouth 1942 I grew up in the
delightful little town of Wimborne Minster
Dorset.  Passed my 11 plus but never went to
grammar school as I told them at the interview
that I was joining the RN as soon as I was 15
- no way I was staying on at school until 16.
Was educated at Pamphill secondary modern
school and thoroughly enjoyed my school
years.

Left school in April 1957 and joined HMS
Ganges. Bit of a culture shock that was. No
dreaded health and safety or PC in those days.
I remember the whole mess being tipped out
of bed one night, on oilskins (back to front)
boots on (laces out) and wearing respirators
then made to go up and over the mast, but
only as far as the devils elbow! And just
because someone cracked a funny, everyone
giggled and the instructor overheard us.  I
don’t recall anyone being injured or insulted
though. One of the biggest culture shocks at
Ganges was teaming up with ‘Soapy Watson’.
There we became good mates and ironically
never met up again till our last commish on
Caprice.

Left Ganges in 1958 and got sent to HMS
Dryad on an RP’s course. Not something I
wanted to pursue but I’m convinced that
because I could do joined up writing is why
they put me in Radar. After the RP’s basic
course I joined HMS Llandaff as a junior

seaman at Guz. Horrible ship, my worst one
ever, however 12 months in the Far East as a
teenager was good compensation.

Left Llandaff in April 1960 and drafted to
HMS Osprey at Portland as part of the
FOST’s barge’s crew. This was a good
number, but after only 5 months I was drafted
to HMS Shoulton. She was the first of the
mine hunters and we spent a lot of time in
the Scandinavian fjords, where there were
no thermal layers in the water so that the ship
could carry out mine detection trials.  On
board Shoulton I became interested in diving
(anything to get out of radar) and the
‘bubbleheads’ took me under their wings (or
should it be fins).  Our base was South
Queensferry Edinburgh, a great run ashore.
I remember the ‘Shoults’ with fond
memories.  October ‘61 I joined HMS
Lowestoft, a great ship with a superb skipper,
Ray Lygo who I believe went on to become
an Admiral. Highlights of that trip were a
visit to the Caribbean and an extended visit
to the East coast of America.

I finally got to do my diving course at HMS
Vernon and HMS Drake.  June 1964 flew
out to Singapore and joined the survey ship
HMS Dampier in charge of the ships diving
team. Although an old ship and very
uncomfortable it was an interesting time. We
carried out a full survey of Hong Kong Island
for several months then were chartered by
the Americans to carry out surveys of the
Indian Ocean. As a diver it was great just
going down in the warm waters collecting
coral, sand, plants and fish for the scientists
to look at, you could pay a small fortune for
a holiday like that.  The ship also did pirate
and terrorist patrols off of Borneo and
Singapore, yes survey ships did carry guns!

In June ’65 I was casevaced home by ‘crab

John Bishop
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air’ and spent a short time in Haslar before
getting a dream draft. Back to HMS Osprey
with a diving team working for ASWEE
recovering experimental torpedoes in
Bincleaves Cove and also postie for Osprey.
What a draft, L&RA in Weymouth and no
bosses within shouting distance, now I was
even more convinced that I had made the
right decision back in ‘57.  My Parents had
bought a pub in North Dorset; only about
30 minutes drive from Weymouth, so it was
plenty of ‘up homers’ time. There I met, and
fancied a girl who was to be my future wife,
Jean. The problem was that she was married
to someone else at the time, however as they
say ‘love conquers all in the end’ and we
are still together now after 40 years.

In 1967 I got a horrible shock, called to the
‘Jaunties’ office at Osprey and told I was
drafted to Caprice. What the hell is Caprice
I asked? You will find out when you join
her in Aden was the reply. So I flew out to
Aden and joined her late at night and was
reunited with ‘Soapy’. Gib was the stop on
the way home, the two of us had a good night
in the casino, were late back on board,
missed ‘hands to muster’, trooped and told
by the skipper that as ‘killicks’ we should
set an example got 14 days so when
everyone else went on return leave we
stayed on board. Nothing new there then!!

In 1968 I got trooped in
Hawaii as I allowed the
beautiful young ladies
young ladies at the end of
the gangway to change my
uniform for the garlands
when I should have been
collecting the mail! (see
pic). However Mark Ruddle
saw the funny side and it went no further.
My time was up when we reached Puerto

Rico, San Juan, so I was flown home from
there. Caprice was a great ship, with a great
voyage, a superb crew and certainly memories
that I will never forget.  Having been with
FOST I don’t think that they ever had to handle
a ship like Caprice in their sterile world.

 I left the RN in February 1969. Jean and I
lived in Bournemouth and I got a job with the
British Aircraft Corporation assembling the
BAC 111 plane. I could not settle to civvy life,
even the diving jobs didn’t appeal, so I nearly
applied to go back to the RN.  I then saw an
advert to join the London Fire Brigade. I
applied and was accepted for training.
However I couldn’t afford the accommodation
in London (short of sleeping on Waterloo
Station between shifts) so I then applied to The
City of Southampton Brigade and ended up as
a fireboat cox’n in Southampton Docks and
the Solent.

I did 30 years in the Fire Service and had a
varied career structure. For a time I ran the
specialist fire training centre delivering
training for oil rig workers for Shell, BP, etc
and also other major companies such as
Woolworths, Marconi and Estelle Lauder and
also had a close liaison with the Royal Naval
fire-fighting school at Phoenix.   My final job
was as Station Commander at Southsea Fire
Station, which included the post of Port
Liaison Officer to the Royal Navy HM
Dockyard so I was able to renew my ties with
the RN by visiting the ships, arranging
exercises and socialising. But boy did I find a
different navy to the one that we used to know.

I retired from the fire service in 1999 and went
to work for Hampshire County Cricket club
in Southampton as Safety & Security Officer.
When the club moved to its new stadium on
the outskirts of the city I had the task to bring
my section up to the requirements of an
international sports and entertainment venue.
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Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report
Many thanks to all those who contributed donations at the
reunion in Bristol and those who participated in the
successful Auction and raffle. With those receipts and after
paying the Hotel for entertainment etc, the grand sum of
£221 was deposited in the “Caprice Account”.

This has led us to afford to hire the services of a “Grand Entertainer” for our 2009 reunion in
Chatham…Shep Woolley.  Some of you have probably seen him or heard of him before - he
has a variety of material and has been around for a number of years. Ex RN  and a “Destroyer
man”. We have booked him provisionally on the assumption that we shall have enough members
coming to warrant this, so it is important we are aware of what numbers we hope to have in
Chatham-bearing in mind the new Hotel deposit routine, described on page 4.

Funds in Bank - circa £800      Rum - enough for Chatham!
Many thanks once again - Harry in the spiritroom.

I went back to studying and got various
qualifications including doing a degree
course on stadium and spectator safety,
which has opened many doors for me. I have
been involved in delivering the safety of
International cricket matches, Premiership
football games and Pop concerts, including
among others Oasis, Billy Joel, David Bowie
and the Sugar Babes. Having to brief these
stars, their agents and managers I have met
some very interesting people over the years.

I have almost retired from that scene now
although I do some consultancy work for
the England and Wales Cricket Board
auditing Cricket grounds for Safety and
Security which I still enjoy very much and
it keeps the grey matter ticking over.

I have two children, Mandy who is a
company office auditor and Darryl who has
just been promoted as an instructor at the
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service training
school and not forgetting my pride and joy
of my two grandchildren Livvy and Joe. I
have thoroughly enjoyed my life, there are
still things I want to do but my main intention

is to draw my pensions for as long as I have
paid into them. I am very grateful to those who
have made the Caprice 1968 Association so
successful, as it is great to renew old
friendships and meet acquaintances, it seems
every year a blast from the past turns up.

Likes - Golf,  Cooking, Travel, Wine, enjoying
my grand kids

Dislikes- Politicians,  tabloid press, (especially
the Paparazzi), Political Correctness and
Health and Safety Guru’s who have never got
their hands dirty.
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Association Website
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

Our website is kept fully up to date and you
can view newsletters online in colour. It has
had nearly 4000 hits to date and attracted
several new members There is also a very
good picture archive of the Caprice from
1944 until she was scrapped in 1979 and
up to date Association & Reunion News.

Wall Charts
Coloured  map depicting the 1968 World
Cruise and personalised with member’s name
£16 each inc postage within the UK. (£8  -
unframed).  Frames are as shown or in a
curved perspex desk mount.

All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 AssociationSlops

Lapel Badges & Brooches
£5 each inc postage within the UK

(very few left and now out of production)

Our village poppy seller knocked a couple of Sundays ago with his tray , like he does every
year.  Swathed in a vast yellow oilskin, he battled against heavy rain on his annual mission.
My 11-year-old answered the door. “I feel sorry for him trudging around. Why does he do
it?”  he asked, watching him cut through the sheet rain considering it a sad sight.

“Out of decency”, I said, “of remembrance to people who gave their lives
and out of respect for those sent to fight on our behalf but never came
back.”

The village was Upton, Norfolk - the poppy seller - Brian Hobbs.

He will get his reward in heaven - mind you he is not doing too bad
down here “looking after” the spirit room (the poppies were RED I hasten to add) -    Ed

Poppies show the cost of human life
From Great Yarmouth Mercury  - Friday November 7th
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all crew members who served
on  HMS Caprice at any time during her memorable 11 month World
Cruise in 1968. An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby

East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel/Fax 01482 632 276

Treasurer
Brian Hobbs

bh@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE

Tel 01493 751 640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn    RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris    LS Mick Walsh

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter
CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters

ME1  Don Swain    Lt. Peter Higgs

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2009 Annual Reunion Dinner is on Sept 26th
At King Charles Hotel - Chatham

With a visit to HMS Cavalier during the forenoon


