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The striking front cover picture was sent in by John Bishop.  It shows Caprice off Portland
during the  infamous 1967 work up (that included, amongst other splendid cock-ups,  two
involving  Flag Officer Sea Training  and  the ST Commander).

Welcome to a new Member John (Jomo) Kennedy who remembers a lot of the 1968 crew
(his wife Lynda  says he never stops talking about it!).  We are hoping they can get to the
Bristol Reunion to meet everbody.

Regarding Reunion bookings we must point out that the contract for payment is between
individual members and the hotel. Having said that if you need to cancel please do it it
through us and we may be able to save your deposit.  It is also common courtesy to let us
know - regretfully we had a few instances again this year of only finding out via the hotel.
                                                      Graham Latter

Mail Drop

From Rita Walsh
Thanks once again to everyone. I
have enclosed a letter from the
Macmillan nurses regarding the
cheque you sent from “the lads”
also a receipt plus a thank-you note
I put in the local paper. Give my
good wishes to one and all. Can’t
thank you all enough. Rita

Notice in local paper

Mrs.Rita Walsh and
family would like to
thank all who attended
Michael’s funeral and
for kind donations to
Mcmillan nurses
totalling £660. Thanks to
all family and friends
from Ashton Rugby
Club,Ashton Masonic,

HMS Caprice World Tour Association,
Greater Manchester Fire Service for all
their help and the many friends made
in Benidorm. You have all been a great
comfort to us. Michael was a loving
and caring husband, dad, grandad and
brother. He will be sadly missed.
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2007 Reunion on Oct 6 Newington Hotel - York
A very successful and enjoyable Reunion was
had by all.  It is not our intention to go to the
same venue 2 years running but the
Newington is now definitley on our
“approved” list (as is Bournemouth).
Following a good dinner, the Raffle produced
some interesting prizes as the DJ and his
assistant looked on in amazement!

Later in the evening Phil Rowe and Bill
Proctor initiated a memorable Sods Opera -
we are preparing a hymn sheet for next year!

A whip-round in memory of Mick Walsh
raised £140 (including his £20 deposit
refunded  by the hotel) and a cheque was
sent to Rita, made out to Mcmillan Nurses.

Funds Raised for the Association included
the Raffle (£141), the Quiz (£25), sale of
Slops  £69.50.  The painting was auctioned
for £95 (thanks to our auctioneer Syd Pawley
and to Colin Gannaway who made the
winning bid), which gave the Association a
profit of £17.50.  The Association left a tip
of £30 for the hotel staff for their excellent
service and humour.

The ladies were supposed
 to have sherry!

Reunion Review  by  Phil Rowe
The date, the venue: October 5/6th 2007, The
Newington Hotel, York. A superbly located
hotel for viewing that historic city . There was
evidence of a lamp-swinging session on the
Friday night, judging by a few haggard faces,
however, battle was soon re-joined on the
Saturday.

Bravo Zulu to the Committee for their
organisation, everything, as usual,  went
smoothly – including the Rum issue, although
some were noted to go around the buoy more
than once! On a more serious note, time was
set aside for us to remember, and toast, our
departed friends.

An excellent meal, followed by an enjoyable
night with your mates, what more could you
ask?  True, some did engage in brinkmanship
with the SODS Opera, but that’s sailors for
you. An excellent painting of the old girl was
offered up for auction and one brave soul held
his nerve long enough to scoop the prize.

All-in-all an excellent reunion, if
unfortunately you couldn’t make it this year,
fear not, THE BIGGIE  is on the horizon,
2008, and the  40th anniversary of that
historic circumnavigation, looking forward
to  seeing you all in Bristol. Have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous
New Year!



4

   HMS Caprice 1968 Association                 Newsletter 044  December 2007

Brian & Pat Hobbs

Graham & Jean Latter

Roger & Jennie Rivett,

John & Jean Bishop

Phil & Jackie Evans

Clive & Shirley Skeet

Dave & Linda Silva

Ron & Sandra Kirkpatrick

Tony  Vanson

Trevor Cole

Derek & Susan Crowley

Keith & Rita Vaughan

Colin & Sue Gannaway

Bob & Donna Mason

Mike & Sue Smith

Colin Chippendale

Greg Farmer

Phil & Barbara Rowe

Gordon & Linden

Chapman

Phil & Pat Briggs

Gordon Duffy

Bob & Frances Logan

Alan & Pam Payne

Harry & Hilda

Winterbottom

Bill & Yvonne Proctor

Syd & Anne Pawley

Dereck & Judith Patchett

Members who attended
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2008 Reunion at Bristol

Enclosed with this newsletter is the 2008
reunion booking form.  Please return it
with your deposits early in the New Year.

Note that this year dinner is included for
all nights stays as the hotel is not within
walking distance of local restaurants.

Basic Package for Friday  Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast,  Saturday Reunion Dinner, Bed
& Breakfast  £140 per person.

Many thanks to Bob and Fran Logan for helping secure this very popular Hotel and Country
Club, situated just 4 miles from the City Centre, 7 miles from the Airport and 1 mile and a
bit from a Park and Ride facility into the city. We have managed to procure a good deal with
the management for a 2 night stay at a cost of £140 per person including dinner, bed and
breakfast (both nights) with the use of all the numerous facilities, including a heated swimming
pool, sauna/steam room, fitness gym and equipment and for the real energetic a squash
court.

We have booked the Garden Room for the Reunion Dinner with a private bar. The Hotel is
arranging a disco for the Saturday evening at a cost of £280 - this is more expensive than
usual so a supplement may be requested from members attending. We shall see!

The deal we have made with the Hotel is subject to at least 60 persons in attendance for the
main evening, including partners and guests. This has normally been our numbers and we
expect this take-up and hopefully well in excess. We do need, as usual a £10 per person
deposit with the enclosed booking form early in the New Year.

Bristol has so much to offer and depending on the take-up arrangements it may be possible
to provide a “bus facility” from the Hotel into the City and the attractions therein - Bob
Logan is looking into this - hopefully it will be at a minimal cost, suitable and probably
cheaper that Park & Ride or city centre parking prices. Bob, Fran, Graham and I have
visited the “Redwood” and we can highly recommend its suitability.   We hope for another
good attendance. Harry Hobbs

Saturday Only Package Reunion Dinner,
Bed & Sunday Breakfast £85 per person

Reunion Dinner Only...£30 per person
(no accommodation - not recommended
after tot time!)

Additional nights dinner bed & breakfast
£50 per person. (good value for those
wanting to extend their stay.)

Single Room Supplement £35 per person

2008 Reunion Package
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2008 - 40 years on!
By the time you read this Newsletter it will
be over 40 years since HMS Caprice
emerged from the Portland Work-up
(somehow!) and  proceeded to Chatham for
Christmas leave.

Then back to Portsmouth, departing on
January  22 for  Sea Trials at Portland before
steaming to Gibraltar for the start of her
World Cruise.  Proceeded to South Africa
via Sierra Leone in February then onto
Beira Patrol until the end of March.  Most
of April was in Singapore for a self
maintenance period.  More of the 1968
Calendar in the next Newsletter.

From Mark Ruddle

Then (1968) & Now...

Average House Price £4,300
Now - £179,000

Gallon of Petrol 5 shillings 5d (28p or 1 Litre 6p)
Now - 99p

Pint of Beer – 1s 2½d (6p)
Now - £2.50p

1st class stamp 5d (2p)
Now - 32p

Enoch Powell makes “Rivers of Blood” speech
Now - No Comment!

Successive post war governments
treat ex-servicemen with contempt.

Now - They are failing to support both serving &
ex servicemen.  Some things don’t change!

Visit to Chatham

Our Sister ship HMS Cavalier is now
preserved at Chatham.  It is hoped to arrange
a private weekend visit for members with the
Cavalier Association, on Sat  17 May  to view
the ongoing restoration work which has
progressed hugely since our last visit in 2000.

Overnight accommodation could  be arranged
for the Saturday night. Anyone interested
please indicate this on the enclosed Reunion
booking form.

A bloke’s wife goes missing while diving
off the Australian coast. He reports the
event, searches fruitlessly and spends a
terrible night wondering what could have
happened to her.  Next morning there’s a
knock at the door and he is confronted by a
couple of policemen, the old Sarge and a
younger Constable. The Sarge says, “Mate,
unfortunately we have some really bad
news, but also some good news, and
maybe some more good news.”      

“Well,” says the bloke,  “I guess I’d better
have the bad news first?”    

“I’m really sorry mate, but your wife is
dead.  Young Bill here found her lying at
about five fathoms in a little cleft in
the reef.  He got a line around her and we
pulled her up, but she was dead.”   

The bloke is naturally pretty distressed to
hear of this. But after a few minutes he
pulls himself together and asks, ”what’s the
good news?                                             

“Well when we got your wife
up there were quite a
few really good sized
crayfish and a swag
of nice crabs
attached to her, so
we’ve brought you
your share.” 

“Geez thanks.  They’re
bloody beauties.  I guess it’s an ill
wind and all  that...  So what’s the other
possible good news?”

“Well,” says the Sarge,  “if you fancy a
quick trip, me and young Bill get off duty
at around 11 o’clock and we’re gonna
shoot over there and pull her up again.!”
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NOW
Reunion

2006

Australian News Report

Muslims who want to live under Islamic
Sharia law have been told to get out of
Australia, as the government targeted
radicals in a bid to head off potential terror
attacks. John Howard and his Ministers
made it clear that extremists would face a
crackdown.

Treasurer Peter Costello hinted that some
radical clerics could be asked to leave the
country if they did not accept that Australia
was a secular state, and its laws were made
by parliament. “If those are not your values,
if you want a country which has Sharia law
or a theocratic state, then Australia is not
for you”, he said.  “There are two laws in
Australia: the Australian law and another
Islamic law that is false. If you can’t agree
with parliamentary law, independent courts,
democracy, and would prefer Sharia law
and have the opportunity to go to another
country, which practices it, perhaps that’s
a better option”

Education Minister Brendan Nelson told
reporters “People who don’t want to be
Australians, and who don’t want to live by
Australian values and understand them  can
basically clear off ”.

The dust from the attacks had barely settled
when the ‘politically correct’ crowd began
complaining about the possibility that our
patriotism was offending others.  However
other comments to the debate included:

“This idea of Australia being a multi-cultural
community has served only to dilute their
sovereignty and national identity. And
Australians have our own culture, our own
society, our own language and our own
lifestyle. This culture has been developed over
two centuries of struggles, trials and victories
by millions of men and women who have
sought freedom”

 “We speak mainly ENGLISH, not Spanish,
Lebanese, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Russian,
or any other language. If you wish to become
part of our society then learn the language!”

“This is OUR COUNTRY, OUR LAND, and
OUR LIFESTYLE, and we will allow you
every opportunity to enjoy all this. But once
you are done complaining, whining, and
griping about Our Flag, Our Pledge, Our
Christian beliefs, or Our Way of Life!

I highly encourage you take advantage of one
other great Australian freedom, THE RIGHT
TO LEAVE’.”

Maybe British citizens will find the
backbone to start speaking

and voicing the same truths!

A recent survey in England asked “Are there
too many foreigners in this country now?
The answers:

20%:  YES

10% :  NO

70%:  ÞÕàÊ   ÂÜ¾ Þß Â  ÜÕÂÜÞè   ÃáÂÏ  ÂÜ¾

Translation
“We do not understand the question
why can’t you speak our language”
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Peter Fowler
I was born in Battersea, London in 1929. I
lived in various places in South London
until just after the start of the war in 1939
when I was evacuated to Haslemere,
Surrey. During my schooling in Haslemere
I passed a scholarship for Godalming
County Grammar School and when I went
back to London in 1944 I went to Mitcham
Grammar School and got my School
Certificate. On leaving school I became a
trainee draughtsman with a structural
engineering firm. However sitting at a
drawing board did not suit me so in 1948 I
joined the Navy as a Stoker Mechanic.

1948 HMS Royal Arthur for basic
training, then HMS Raleigh for Stoker
mechanic training.

1949 HMS Newfoundland. Moored at
Devonport with steam raised for advanced
Stoker Mechanic training.

1949 HMS Implacable. Sea time for the
first time, pleasant visits to Oslo, Bergen
and Trondheim. Obtained my Auxiliary
Watchkeeping Certificate.

1950-1951 HMS Reclaim. Diving training
ship. Loch Fyne and Malta for diving. A
laid back ship with crazy hard hat divers!
Rated Leading Stoker Mechanic June
1950.

1951-1952 HMS Liverpool. Flagship to C
in C Mediterranean. Typical Med Fleet
cruises to Italy, Greece, France and Turkey.
Visited Split, Yugoslavia and ship
inspected by President Tito. Rated Petty
Officer Stoker Mechanic January 1952.

1952-1954 Mechanician’s course at
Portsmouth during which time I had the
pleasure of meeting Audrey. Had a double
celebration July 1954, we married and I
got rated Mechanician 3rd Class.

1956-1957 HMS Bulwark. First
commission from builders Harland and
Wolf, Belfast. Standing by ships trials for
three months and rated Mechanician 2nd

Class December 1954. Visits to Oslo,
Stockholm and Copenhagen then Malta,
France and Italy. Rated Mechanician 1st

Class December 1955. Ship operational for
Suez Campaign 1956.

1957 HMS Pembroke. Diesel Specialist
Course.

1958-1959 HMS Ceylon. Canada and
West Indies cruise then to Mediterranean
and Suez Canal for the Persian Gulf,
Jordan and Mombasa. Docking period in
Singapore where the Captain arranged for
our weeks’ station leave to be taken with
the army in Malaysia at Yang Pen! Then
Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, India, Pakistan
and home. Passed my Charge Certificate
and rated Chief Mechanician September
1960.

1960-1961 HMS Loch Killisport. Refit in
Rosyth and Work Up. Sat exam for
Engineer Sub Lieutenant and passed.
Commissioned Engineer Sub Lieutenant
November 1961.

1961-1962 HMS Thunderer. Engineering
course.
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1062-1964 HMS Centaur. Docking
period Gibraltar. Visited Athens then
Liverpool. On return had a boiler room
steam pipe joint blow out and one
Engineer Officer, a Chief Stoker and three
stokers killed.  Repairs at Portsmouth and
sailed 21 December 1963! Attended liner
SS Lakonia on fire in the Atlantic,
unfortunately she sank. Through Suez
Canal to be operational at Aden and Dar
es Salam. Then Singapore, Hong Kong,
Philippines and operational for the
Indonesia campaign. Portsmouth for refit.

1964-1967 HMS Lochinvar.
Minesweeper base, enjoyable time
looking after minesweepers. Promoted
Engineer Lieutenant 1966.

1967-1968
HMS Caprice.
You all know the
story! This photo
was taken on
board  in Sydney.

1969-1971
HMS Caprice &
HMS Cavalier.
Refits in
Gibraltar.
Married
accompanied.
Audrey and children enjoyed it with a tour
of Morocco and MFV trips to M’diq. I
climbed Mount Toubkal with an army and
navy team.

1971-1972 HMS Cleopatra. Visited U.S,
West Indies and then down to St Helena
and South Africa. Onto Singapore for
Royal Yacht escort to Malaysia and
Bangkok, Hong Kong then home.

1973 HMS Sultan. Boiler Section Officer.
Promoted  Lt. Commander April 1973.

1973-1975 Clyde Marine Services,
Greenock. Marine Services Engineer in
charge of civilian engineering crews and
workshop staff for RMAS tugs, mooring
vessels etc.

1975-1976 HMS Sultan. Training
Resources and Projects Officer.

1976-1977 Fleet Maintenance Group,
Portsmouth. Senior Marine Engineer
Officer. Promoted Commander April 1977.

1977-1978 Naval Assistant to Port Admiral,
Portsmouth.  Assisting with Port matters and
advising on ship refits.

1978-1980 Minesweeper Base, Rosyth. Staff
Flotilla Engineer Officer for Minesweeper
and Fishery Protection Flotillas.

1980-1982 Quality Assurance Officer on
staff of Chief Executive Dockyards.
Conducting Q.A. investigations into failures
of equipment of ships in HM Dockyards.

1982  Retired from Royal Navy.

1982-1987 Sultan of Oman’s Navy.
Employed on contract to the Sultan of Oman
as Commander Fleet Maintenance at Muscat
Naval Base. Awarded Sultan’s
Commendation Medal for support of the
Oman Navy.

I married Audrey  in July 1954 and we
celebrated our Golden Wedding Anniversary
in 2004. We have three children Marion,
Rosalind and David and they have given us
nine delightful grandchildren, seven girls
and two boys. Farren, Rosalind’s eldest
daughter has recently presented us with a
lovely first great granddaughter called
Freya. Continued >>
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Since retirement we have plenty to occupy
ourselves with our family and I have done
an Art Course through the Open University
at the local Art College, which has led to
watercolour painting as a hobby.

For exercise I enjoy a regular walk along
Southsea seafront spotting the grey funnel
line and other ships passing!

Likes – good food, good company and a
good book.

Dislikes – Anyone with a lack of humour,
young women under the influence of drink
and discourteous drivers. Condenseritis was
a particular dislike in the past! Our Golden Wedding Anniversary - 2004.

All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 Association

Slops

Ties
Only 3 left at £9.50 inc. postage.

Lapel Badges & Brooches
£5 each inc postage within the UK

Framed Wall Charts
Coloured  map depicting the 1968 World
Cruise and personalised with member’s
name £16 each inc postage within the UK.
(£8  - unframed).
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Association Website
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

Our website is kept fully up to date and you
can view this and other newsletters in

colour.

There is also a very good picture archive of
the Caprice from 1944 until it was
scrapped in 1979 and up to date
Association & Reunion News.

Spirit Room Report
Stock  stands about 5  litres  - enough
possibly  for  2-3  reunions.

Thanks again to Bob Logan for his
generous donation of 2 litres.

Bob has also asked me to mention that
anybody who wishes to contact him for
info about Bristol or places to visit please
do so.

Any members contemplating visiting
Gibraltar next year please contact us
urgently to purchase extra stocks at duty
free prices - we will reimburse the
purchase price but not your air ticket!

Harry Hobbs

Treasurer’s Report
We have sent an intial deposit of £100 to
Redwood Hotel, Bristol, leaving us a
balance of circa. £430.

Once the 2008 subs come in the funds
should be reasonably  healthy. So we are
still keeping our head above water.
However it would be most helpful if
Certain Members, (there are only 4 or 5
may I hasten to add, AND YOU
KNOW WHO YOU ARE)
could  cough up.
There will be a
final letter
from me
shortly - we do
not want to
lose anybody!

Harry Hobbs

Pingat Jasa Medal
If you served in Malaya or
Malaysia between 31August
1957 and 12 August 1966 you
may be elegible for this and the
Association can  apply on your
behalf. More information at:
http://www.veterans-uk.info/
medals/pingat.html



12

   HMS Caprice 1968 Association                 Newsletter 044  December 2007

HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association

www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all crew members who served

on  HMS Caprice at any time during her memorable 11 month World
Cruise in 1968. An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby
East Yorkshire HU14 3PW

Tel/Fax 01482 632276

Treasurer
Brian Hobbs

Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE
Tel 01493 751640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn    RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris    LS Mick Walsh

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow    RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter
CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey    PO Writer Dave Walters

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2008 Annual Reunion Dinner is on October 4th
Redwood Hotel and Country Club

Beggar Bush Lane,
Failand,  Bristol, BS8 3TG.


