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The front cover picture, showing the Caprice passing under Tower Bridge,  was
contributed  by Colin Gent, who was  the Electrical Officer on board for the  1960-62
commission.  Colin has also been very helpful in assisting us with the ships history book
research.

We have THREE new members:

David (Duff) Cummings, who was an  AB (TAS) aboard and wants to remembered by all
in the TAS mess.
Frank (Pony) Moore - PO (Sonar)
George (Rip) Kirby - G.I.

They are all very enthusiastic about the Association and are coming to the reunion to
meet up again. They are all on e-mails (see members page on our website). I can supply
other contact details if any members want them.  Total members past & present now
numbers 80 - who would have ever thought after 41 years!

 Graham Latter

From John West
RNH Haslar has shut its gates for the last time.

The present hospital build was started in 1746 and
the first patients were admitted into a partially built
hospital on 23 October 1753. The hospital at this
time had replaced an earlier wooden built hospital which was run by a Surgeon Commander
and his wife as a private venture which catered for Royal Navy and Army, so 256 years of
medical care to the armed forces has come to an end. For further info check out http://
www.qaranc.co.uk/haslarroyalnavalhospital.php

From Trevor Cole

Looks like The Home Club, Portsmouth has gone the journey, it has been taken over and is
now The Royal Maritime Club Hotel.  Another memorable place disappears!

Mail  Drop
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Caprice hit by Cassandra
Following HMAS Hobart’s ‘Friendly Fire’incident it transpires that Caprice had a ‘Friendly
Collison’ in 1962 when she was struck broadsides on by the Cassandra during a night CASEX
exercise.

The Cassandra’s bow struck Caprice at high speed on the starboard side aft, by the squid
mounting, just abaft the torpedo tubes (still fitted then) ruining the LS TAS’s bicycle stowed
in the handling room, which luckily was the only casualty. 

Both ships suffered considerable damage as these pictures show and were in the dockyard
for quite a long time.

This, and many other incidents involving the Caprice, have emerged during research for the
Ship’s history book, which is proceeding well.

Thanks Barbara !
Honorary member Barbara Flyn (widow of ME1 Bob Harris) has very generously sent us a
cheque for a Reunion raffle prize or auction item.

We think we have found something suitable for an ex-stoker!

Cassandra’s Bows                                       Damage to Caprice
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Members booked for 2009 Reunion

2009 Reunion in Chatham
This year’s reunion at The King Charles Hotel in Chatham is on Saturday 26 September.
Members need to complete a hotel booking form (which we will provide) and guarantee the
booking with a £30 deposit per person.. We sent out hotel booking forms to all members
who have indicated they intended to come along.  If you are NOT on the list below
(supplied by the hotel) and want to attend  please let us know ASAP.

Routine For Reunion Weekend - info mainly for new members (we aim to keep formalities
to an absolute minimum - those who have been before will know the drill by now).  Do not
forget to bring along a raffle prize, wrapped in brown paper. It does not have to be
cylindrical and full of liquid - the wackier the better!  Fancy dress and head gear have
proved popular at recent reunions - and the unfortunate recipient usually feels obliged to
try them on!

Friday Night - Meet at Bar for drinks and general swinging the lamp.  Quiz sheets on sale
for £2 each (prepared by John Bishop this year.  Make your own arrangements for dinner.

Saturday Forenoon - Meet at Dockyard Gate 10.00 PROMPT for group entry into Dockyard
and visit around HMS  Cavalier. We have arranged a group discount so entry will be £8.50
per person, which gives you access to all the dockyard attractions as well as the Cavalier.

Saturday Evening - 1800 - Meet at Bar for drinks. Be seated in Pembroke Suite for 1830.
Raffle prizes to be placed on table indicated. Welcome Speech (VERY brief ) followed by
“Up Spirits” - ladies will be served sherry.  Loyal Toast followed by Dinner.  Raffle tickets
on sale. After dinner Raffle & Auction.  Shep Wooley entertains during the evening.

Sunday Forenoon  After breakfast 10.00 - Quiz results & AGM (AGM usually takes
approximately 3 minutes!)

Graham & Jean Latter

Brian & Pat Hobbs

Lonnie & Shirley Skeet

Arthur Ginn

Bill & Liz McCutcheon

Roy & Julie Critchlow

Trevor Cole

Harry & Hilda Winterbottom

Mike & Sue Smith

Colin & Sue Gannaway

Alan & Pam Payne

John & Jean Bishop

Dave & Linda Silva

Ron & Sandra Kirkpatrick

Derek & Sue Crowley

Gordon Duffy

Roy & Lorraine Johansen

Alasdair & Margaret MacFarlane

Brian Turner

Rob Wilkinson

Wayne & Myra Mobley

Tony Vanson

Colin Bond

John & Lynda Kennedy

David & Janis Cummings

Bob & Fran Logan

Syd & Ann Pawley

Frank Moore & Jean Holliday

George & Pat Kirby

Dave Cromack

Dave & Diane Hughes

Dave Jennings
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2010 Reunion at Portland - (not another work up!)

After considering ideas for our 2010 REUNION,
and bearing in mind the tender (!) memories
most of you will have of our time at Portland
we thought it might be worth re-visiting.

Despite our best efforts to find suitably
reminiscent accommodation we were unable
to locate any clapped out WW2 destroyers
(the navy pulled out of Portland in 1995).

So you will just have to slum it at the impressive
Portland Heights Hotel, which has put together
a very good package for us.

Our thanks to members Robin Davis & Colin Gannaway who have carried out an on-site
recce for us.

The majority of us did not get much chance to visit the local attractions in 1968 and the Hotel
is located on top of the Portland Peninsular with stunning views of Chesil Beach and Weymouth
just a 15 minute drive away.

The Reunion weekend is on October 2/3rd 2010.  Full details in the next newsletter.

Photos from Trevor Cole

Sembawang Village
Dance of the flaming  a...holes

Bugis Street - Singapore

Anyone going through their old prints and slides PLEASE SEND THEM TO US
if they are of the 1968 cruise. Originals will be returned.
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As reported in the last Newsletter, Jenny died peacefully in Hong
Kong on Wednesday 18th February 2009  aged 92 years. Generations
of matelots who visited Hong Kong will mourn the death of Jenny. She
was a much-loved living legend who remained the same incomparable
institution for over half a century.

She was born in a sampan in Causeway Bay in 1917. Her mother, Jenny
One provided serviceable sampans for the general use of the Royal
Navy and brought up her two daughters to help her. Behind her
perpetual great gold-toothed grin Jenny complained; “I vclly chocker.
All time work in sampan. No learn to lead or lite.” But what she lacked

in education she made up more with her immense and impressive experience in ship husbandry.

From1928 until 1997, when the colony became a Region of China, she and her team of tireless
girls (who at one time numbered nearly three dozen) unofficially served the Royal and
Commonwealth Navies in Hong Kong by cleaning and painting their ships. Also, dressed in
their best, waited with grace and charm upon their guests at cocktail parties.

Captains and Executive Officers would find fresh flowers
in their cabins and newspapers delivered daily. And
many a departing officer received a generous gift as a
memento from Jenny. For all of this she steadfastly
refused ever to take any payment, instead she and her
Side Party earned their keep selling “goffas” to the ships’
companies and accepting any item of scrap which could
be found on board. This picture was taken in 1968
(although not on Caprice)

She proudly kept her letters of reference, all filled with
praise and affection for her. One was a commendation

by the Duke of Edinburgh for her
work in the Royal Yacht during
her visit to Hong Kong in 1959.

She had a Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal presented to her
in 1938 by the captain of HMS
DEVONSHIRE, and a bar
engraved ‘HMS LEANDER 1975’.
In 1980 the Governor of Hong
Kong invested  Mrs. Ng Muk Kah
(her real name)  with the BEM.

In later years the warships, which

Jenny’s Side Party
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NOW
Reunion

2006

Sick Bay Report
Tony Vanson is making a good recovery
following some reconstruction work and
is hoping to come to the reunion (reports
that Trevor Cole and him might be double
bunking are not entirely without foundation)

A Dreadful Scam
Over the last month I became a victim of a clever scam while out shopping at B&Q. Simply
going out to get supplies has turned out to be quite traumatic. Don’t be naive enough to
think it couldn’t happen to you or your friends.Here’s how the scam works:

Two seriously good-looking 21 year-old girls come over to your car as you are packing your
shopping into the boot. They both start wiping your windscreen with a rag and Windex,
with their breasts almost falling out of their skimpy T-shirts. It is impossible not to look.

When you thank them and offer them a tip, they say ‘No’ and instead ask you for a ride to
McDonalds.  You agree and they get into the back seat. On the way, they start undressing.
Then one of them climbs over into the front seat and starts crawling all over you, while the
other one steals your wallet.

I had my wallet stolen on January 4th, 9th, 10th, twice on the 15th, 17th, 20th, 24th & 29th.
Also February 1st & 4th, twice on the 8th, 16th, 23rd, & 26th... three times last Monday... and
very likely again this upcoming weekend. So tell your friends to be careful.

P.S. Asda has wallets for £2.99 each. I found cheaper ones for £1.99 at Tescos and bought
them out. Also, you never will get to eat at McDonalds. I’ve already lost 11 pounds just
running back and forth to B & Q        ANON

gave Jenny and her Side Party their livelihood, no longer visited Hong Kong very often
and she found it increasingly difficult to make ends meet. Yet she stayed fit and always
willing to undertake any work available.

To the end of the Royal Navy’s presence in Hong Kong there could be seen in the
shadow of the towering Prince of Wales building within the naval base, a small round
figure in traditional baggy black trousers and high-collared smock, with a long pigtail
and eternal smile - just Jenny!

Roger Rivett is going into dry dock
for another repair following his earlier
one this year (by the time they have

finished they will have nearly re-built
him!).  Unfortunately this means that

Roger and  Jennie  will not be able to make
the 2009 Reunion, so John Bishop will be
acting as Bubbly Bosun in his absence.
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The Doc - Richard Couch
I was born in Boston in 1940, went to the
village school and then onto Spalding
Grammar where despite an uncertainty of
career choice (Engineer, Farmer or Vet?) I
ended up studying medicine at Sheffield. 

I joined the Navy as a Surgeon Sub-lieutenant
in 1964. Why the Navy and not the other
services?  When I enquired about joining
Commodore Baskerville sent me an open rail
warrant and invited me to see him at the
Empress State building.  I didn’t fancy the
Army and the R A F just said “ Come and see
us if you are in London!

Qualifying in 1967, I did a new entry course at
HMS Victory.  The two of us on the course
were then offered either the Far East or the
West Indies — I volunteered for the West
Indies — and got Singapore! “Commodore
Amphibious Forces additional” they wanted
me because I was single with no dependants. 
My first job was to join 45 and 42 commandos
for the final withdrawal from Aden.  All went
peacefully and on the way back to Singapore
on Albion an Ordnance Corps major shared
my cabin.

My final job in Aden would have been to
accompany 400 armed sailors as a “humping
party” to remove the contents of the huge
ammunition dump if things had gone pear
shaped. The self-imposed top secret task  was

to blow the ammunition dump.  So 400
matelots and a greenhorn medic might have
been blown up!

I worked in HMS Terror and the Naval Base
Hospital until I flew out to Simonstown to
join HMS Caprice.  I had several days before
she arrived so got to know the town, the
girls and the Afrikaners and their dislike of
the Brits.  I also had a Uniform made by
Manuel’s - excellent service, fit and value. 

Reporting to Cdr. Tim Bevan on arrival he
said, “have a good stay and just be on board
when we sail!” The Beira Patrol was generally
very boring apart from the phoney mail drop
and the Portuguese patrol ship  (The
“Admirale Gonorrhoea”) which sent over a
case of Port by Gemini, we gave their
wardroom an invitation to “Saturday night
at sea”.  Unfortunately someone sent the
invitation by radio not light, it was intercepted
by the Admiralty who were not amused! 

After returning on Caprice to Singapore I
went to Bangkok with Admiral Ashmore. At
one party I was talking to a Thai Admiral
who gave me details of his favourite Whore
“Tell her Sanny sent you and she will give
you local rates! His wife was 1 yard away.
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After my Bangkok trip I was sent to HMS
Defender, but she would have sailed by the
time I reached Sembawang, so the Admiral
arranged a Wessex 5 to fly me back from
half way up the Malayan Peninsula - power!

I volunteered for another Beira Patrol as my
mate who was to do it had a baby coming.
But my trip was cancelled, so I had a choice
of how to return to UK. 

I joined RFA Tidespring for the trip to
Auckland. Double bunk-wasted as my
girlfriend was not allowed to travel on an
RFA and I was ordered to wear 3 stripes as a
senior officer. Caprice’s skipper was not
amused! (not Mark Ruddle at that time but
now Chatterton Dixon).

I transferred back to the Caprice on arrival
at Auckland - the rest of the 1968 trip you
know. My Caprice trips were the highlight
of my naval career!

 Back in the UK I did orthopaedics and
surgery and then drove out for a two-year
married accompanied job in Malta.  We had
a wonderful time until Mintoff kicked us out
in 1972.  I did more hospital work, and then
did 18 months on HMS Intrepid one of the
last steamers in the RN.  It was an interesting

commission with Dartmouth training,
Americans, Dutch Marines, tanks and landing
craft but too much brass.

I left the Navy in 1975 and did 23 years as a GP
in the Fens - a great job as a family doctor.  In
1999 I remarried, retired, and moved to Dorset
with Heather and her family.  I did three years
with the prison service in Dorset and Devon,
learning about drug and alcohol problems, and
the difficulty of combining custodial efficiency
with caring for inmates. 

We had a little trainable canal boat which we
towed behind our Land Rover had many
happy trips around the Kennet and Avon and
the Thames.  We later sold the boat but kept
the Land Rover.

I have 2 boys; one is in Environmental Health,
the other an engineer building the Carriers.
Heather has 2 girls and a son who is still at
home.

Likes - Music Driving - Brandy -Red wine

Dislikes - Marmalade - Gin - Politicians
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Pingat Jasa Medal Update
This information was posted on the National Malaya & Borneo Veterans Association website
in December 2008 see   http://www.nmbva.co.uk/

The process is taking up to 2 years or more from applications being received. The Malaysian
High Commission in London have not had any medals since May 2008 but are hopeful that
a new shipment will arrive in 2009.  Once it has been confirmed that the Malaysian High
Commission have medals presentations will start again.

If any members who applied through the Association HAVE received their medals please let
us know.

1968 Photos from Frank Moore
New member Frank Moore has sent in these pictures that may jog a few memories - is there
anyone who did NOT buy a sombrero in Manzanillo?  - the local hat shop must have made a
fortune!

PO Pony Moore in Manzanillo 1968

A1 Highway Bridge - Panama 1968
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Association Website
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

Our website is kept fully up to date and you
can view newsletters online in colour. It has
had nearly 5,400 hits to date and attracted
several new members. There is also a very
good picture archive of the Caprice from 1943
until she was scrapped in 1979 and up to date
Association & Reunion News.

Wall Charts
Coloured  map depicting the 1968 World
Cruise and personalised with member’s name
£16 each inc postage within the UK. (£8  -
unframed).  Frames are as shown or in a
curved perspex desk mount.

All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 AssociationSlops

Lapel Badges & Brooches
We have none left
and are trying to
source a
manufacturer for
some more.

If any member
knows of any
supplier who can help out please let us
know.

Funds in Bank -  £1224 - 35 (plus on deposit with Hotel in Portland for 2010 reunion
£200). Subs still owing - £48

Expenses budgeted for up to October = £745 approximately
This newsletter £130  - Caprice History Book costs £45  - Reunion Entertainer plus
expenses £450 - Sherry for ladies £80 - Cavalier Association Guest  hospitality £40

Rum - Many thanks once again to Bob Logan's contribution - we probably have enough
for the next 3 reunions (Chatham, Portland  and into 2011)  You are a "Top Man" Bob!!

Harry in the Spirit Room
(not an Alastair Darling.....thankfully)

Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS Caprice
at any time during her memorable 11 month World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby

East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel/Fax 01482 632 276

Treasurer
Brian Hobbs

bh@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE

Tel 01493 751 640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn    RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris    LS Mick Walsh

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain    Lt. Peter Higgs

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2009 Annual Reunion Dinner is on Sept 26th
At King Charles Hotel - Chatham

With a visit to HMS Cavalier during the forenoon


