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  Brian (Harry) Hobbs
Brian (Harry) Hobbs crossed the bar in February on aged 81.   With has trademark “set”
Harry was a staunch member of the Association and helped to run it for many years - he will
be sadly missed.  It is largely thanks to his work as treasurer that the Association is in such
a sound financial position today.  He also drove a very hard bargain when negotiating
packages for reunions!

8 members attended his funeral and Bob Mason paraded the Tamworth RNA standard.
Graham Latter read an adapted version of “crossing the bar”. Our thoughts go to Pat and his
family who attended many reunions and it is hoped that they will continue to do so.

Jim Richardson
Honorary member Jim Richardson crossed the Bar in April aged 91.  He was the older brother
of member “Stumpy” Richardson.  He served in the Royal Navy during WW11 and survived
the sinking of HMS Exeter in the Java Sea only to be taken prisoner by the Japanese. Joining
the Navy as a gunner Jim rose through the ranks and attained Lt.Cdr before he left the service.

The cover picture shows a mail drop being recovered by the seaboat during Beira patrol in
1968.  It was obtained from the late Dennis Friedl’s pictures with the help of  his wife Linda.
Dennis, a Junior Seaman at the time is marked with a cross X.   L/Sea. John Bishop ( ) is
shown leaning over the side to retrieve a canister. Anyone recognise the seaman in the bow?

John Bishop comments - If I'm not mistaken that's L/Sea. Soapy Watson on the tiller. Depending
on how many pods the RAF said they had for us would dictate on whether the seaboat was
launched or  whether I went out in the diving team gemini on my own. If the seaboat was
launched it meant clearing lower deck for the recovery.

Members - RIP
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  Harry Winterbottom
Harry Winterbottom crossed the bar in May aged 92. Sadly his wife Hilda had also passed
away at Christmas.

Members will remember Harry & Hilda with
their ballroom dancing at many earlier reunions.
He even managed to show up for a brief time
at the Pompey reunion in 2015, having
discharged himself from hospital!

He was easily the oldest man on board in 1968.
After leaving the Navy he went on to become
a skipper on a water boat with the Dockyard
Port Auxiliary Service.

His family were very pleased that 3 former
shipmates from the Caprice Association
attended the funeral.

Harry H with Harry and Hilda
Winterbottom  at  Portsmouth 2015
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2017 Tamworth Weekend   June 23 to 25th

2017 Reunion at Lincoln
We have booked the Bentley Hotel for the third time for the weekend of Oct 6 - 8th 2017.
This hotel has proved popular in the past with members. It is nicely located and easy to get
to by road.

Package costs are:

2 Nights  (Friday, Saturday), bed, breakfast + Buffet Dinner Fri  + Reunion Dinner Sat
£154  per person

Saturday Night Only  - bed, breakfast with Reunion Dinner
£82  per person

Additional nights (bed and breakfast ONLY)
£59  per person per night.

Note that there are NO single room supplements at this hotel.

Friday night will include a hot buffet.  After dinner on Saturday night entertainment with live
music will be provided by the dou - Crash.

16 Members have already booked.  For those who have not and attend reunions a booking is
enclosed with this newsletter   They are also available to download on-line see
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk/reunions.htm

A record 16 members attended Tamworth RNA weekend with Bob and Donna
Mason hosting.  This was very much enjoyed by all those who have attended
with Dave Hughes and Noel James in fine voice on the Friday evening.  It was
good to see Linda Friedl and her family on the Saturday.

The Association is very thankful for the generous hospitality and camaraderie
shown by this RNA and we have invited some of them along as guests at the
Lincoln reunion in October.

It is intended to continue this event in 2018, probably around the same time of the year.

Following the games night on Friday (Caprice v RNA
Tamworth,) it was announced that the Caprice team had been
comprehensively beaten and were presented with a pathetic
minuscule cup.

It is intended to avenge this insult at the Lincoln reunion!
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2018 Reunion ( 50 years on from 1968)
Royal Maritime Club Portsmouth

For our main reunion in 2018 we have booked the Royal
Maritime Club again in Portsmouth for the weekend of
September 28 – 30th 2018.  The Club did us proud in 2015 and
was enjoyed by all.

We are planning to celebrate our “50 Years On” in some style
so if anyone has any ideas or suggestions for this please let us
know as we have some funds available.

Pedro’s Poem (Stage 2)
Barry Davies (he of Manzanilla fame) has taken to waxing lyrical about our 1968 cruise here
is the second  installment from Beira to Singapore

Then onward up to Biera to stop the tankers
Trouble with the africaans again
Mr Smith causing trouble
What a load of w*****s

Up and down then across we scoured the deep blue sea
Looking for those tankers where ever they might be
Boredom soon set in mail drops (often lost or none)
Funny hat days and quizzes days on mindless fun

The highlight of Biera was the shark we caught
Nasty brute when it came onboard thashing all about
The gunnery officer tried to shoot it, bullets ricocheting off the deck
He was more dangerous than the shark - a real pain in the neck

Our time on Biera was nearly done
When the Eskimo came in sight
A welcome for the Mighty Quinn
And we left - our duty done and sailed off in the night

A fuel stop in Gan - a really beautiful isle
Nothing there really - a base for stopping off
you must have really upset someone to get posted there
So don’t upset the powers - don’t piss them off

We travelled east to Singapore
It soon loomed out of the morning mist
The crew needed a well earned run ashore
See the sights and then get pissed
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I was born in Queenborough on the Isle Of
Sheppey on Jan 8 1948 (H M S Caprice died
there in 1979!). My school days - Infants,
Junior and Secondary were all in
Queenborough.

In 1953 while at the Infants School we had a
tidal surge which caused bad flooding all
down the east coast. All of us kids thought
we would not be able to go to school, but
unfortunately a neighbour had a lorry so we
were rounded up and taken to various
schools on the back of the said lorry so NO
DAYS OFF!

Joined the RN at Chatham recruitment office
in 1962, and posted to HMS Ganges in June
1963. I loved it as there was loads of sport. I
joined the boxing team and got out of morning
parades. I was in boxing training when we
heard of JFK assassination.

Joined HMS Raleigh May 1964 and was told
HMS Victorious was going to Tokyo
Olympics so volunteered for the Victorious.
I joined HMS Victorious 1964 in Singapore
(did not get to go to Tokyo) but still had  a
good few visits including Perth, Subic Bay
and Kobe.

Sailed back to the UK through the Suez Canal
- my first experience of gully gully men!

Dave Silva

Joined HMS Exmouth in November 1965 for
Fisherys Protection duties and left her in
Chatham when she was to be converted as a
main propulsion gas turbine test ship.

Went into HMS Pembroke (Fleet
Accommodation Centre) in May 1966, then
joined Caprice in June 1967 as a ME1.

My first bunk was one of the foot lockers, I
soon learnt a lesson that after one of the mess
inspections you had to make sure the lockers
were secure. As soon as we hit rough weather
head and feet went one way and the body
went the other.

I was down the engine room on the way to
San Francisco when The Wave hit us, and
watching the swingometer thinking are we
ever going to come upright again?  it seemed
to take forever before that happened.

Joined HMS Dolphin in Febuary 1969 and
hoped to go into the boats but failed the tank
at 60 feet.

After Dolphin onto HMS Victory in 1969 as
ships company of the Seamanship School
looking after the boats. It was over the river
from round tower in the dockyard and a  really
cushy draft.

Dave in 1968 with fellow stokers
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Joined HMS Cavalier in Chatham in February 1970, it was like coming back to the Caprice.
While we were in Pompey the MEO told me on Friday that I had a fleet board at HMS Sultan
on the next Monday, I complained that I had not done my preliminary test, but he showed me
some supposed results and  so I went off to Sultan. After the written exam I went back for the
orals the next day and was told by the Chief Stoker that I was wasting my time. After explaining
to the Cdr E on the board that a question about boiler cleaning on the ship that I answered
correctly (and it was confirmed by the Lt. that I was right) I was passed for LME.  The Chief’s
face was a picture as I left.

While I was on Cavalier three memorable events occurred. First was the last tot issue on 31st
July 1970,  then I married Lin in 1971, and then our son was born.

Went to HMS Sultan for a Marine Engineering Training course in 1972 then into the ship’s
company.  Drafted to HMS Jaguar in 1973 - we were involved in the cod war and was rammed
by Icelandic gunboat Aegir during the night but with little damage. While on Jaguar I applied
for discharge by purchase and left the mob on 6th Feb 1974.

After leaving the Navy my first job was building mechanical road sweepers. Then to Sheerness
steel rolling mill. After about 18 months I had a job making windscreens for Pilkington and
stayed 25 years before being made redundant. Then worked on a council contract as a grass
height adjuster !

Both Lin and myself decided to retire on the same day so after a quick shower and a bite to eat
jumped into our camper and went to France for 3 weeks on holiday.  We have a son and a
daughter and 4 grandsons.

Likes: Gardening  Travelling around UK & France/Spain. Working as a volunteer on
the Cavalier

Dislikes: Driving on the M20/M25 where the me-me-me brigade come into their own

Politicians more me-me-me and I’m ok - tough on the rest!

Lin & Dave - regulars at Reunions
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Continuing  Dick Couch’s memorabilia from 1968
San Juan

The Doc’s Scrapbook
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Brooch Pin Badge
£5

RN Anchor Badges
£5

Caprice History Book - D01- Issue 2

Issue 2 - a few copies of the hardback book are still available.

If any one wants a copy the cost is £15  (inc P&P in UK).

Please make out any cheques to G.  Latter.

Tie Pins - £6

Please make out any cheques to HMS Caprice (1968) Association

Pony Moore
Pat Kirby has reported that she is concerned about Pony Moore
who lives alone and is suffering from memory loss.

We have arranged for some members to visit him and also to look
into some long-term welfare care for him. The picture shows him at
the Pompey Reunion in 2016.

Spreading the Load
This association, unique in the Navy, seems to function pretty well judging by our membership
numbers and we have no intention of establishing a “committee” - if it works don’t fix it!

However, with an eye to the future we feel that some of our “baby” members (well they were
in 1968!) maybe able to help share the load in certain areas such as reunion organisation and
at reunions.  If you think you have a skill or talent that maybe of use please contact us or have
a quiet word at the reunion.
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Finance Report - June 2017
Funds - We currently have a healthy £1,900 in the bank (of which £320  is owing as reunion
deposits).

Thanks to all members who pay subs by standing order – it saves us no end of time and
hassle!  From that we have to fund the next Newsletter and Lincoln Reunion costs.

We have earmarked £500 to produce a 1967/68 Commision Book (if we ever find time to
compile it !)

Rum - 6 full bottles  (Worth around £190  in UK and equates to around 70 tots), sufficient
for the 2017 Reunion with plenty in stock for 2018.  Many thanks to Bob Logan, Rob
Kirkpatrick and John Bishop for generously donating rum to the Association.

If you are visiting Gib and can obtain any bottles of Pussers Rum (used to be called Blue
Label but now labeled Gunpowder Proof Black Label)  for us we will purchase it from you
– it should cost £10-£12 from the shops in Main Street.

Assets - Apart from rum, the value of assets, which includes slops items etc. totals £115.

The Association has a PayPal account which  is a simple way of
transferring payments into our bank account  for purchases or
subs, especially if you are an overseas member.

Just use pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date
and you can view newsletters online.
It has had over 21900 hits to date and
has attracted many new members.

There is also a very good picture
archive of the Caprice from 1942 to
1979, up to date with Association &
Reunion News.

Association Website
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor  Graham Latter
gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel 01482 632 276

Membership Secretary & Reunion Advisor  John Bishop
jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk

43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE
Tel 02380 403 921

Absent  shipmates who  have  crossed  the  bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn       RO2(T) Dave Windsor     ME1 Bob Harris
      L.Sea Mick Walsh      AB Dougie Richardson    LCEM Danny Smith

L/S Brian Watson     Surg. Lt Richard Couch    Lt. Peter Fowler
RO2(G) Greg Farmer  RO2(G) Dave Jennings  POEL Syd Pawley
LREM Chris Davis  AB(G) Dennis Friedl  POSA(V) Brian Hobbs

POME Harry Winterbottom

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain      Lt. Peter Higgs      AB Michael Nightingale

POME Bill Burgess Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

2017 Main Reunion is on 6 to 8 Oct at the Bentley Hotel, Lincoln
2018 Tamworth Weekend is in June 2018

2018 Main Reunion is on Sept 28 to 30 at the Royal Maritime Club
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