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From our Old Skipper

Thank you for the latest newsletter - it was
great to hear of the success of the reunion.I
have to say, that Caprice at Portland is
generally an unpleasant memory so it nice
to hear you had fun.

I hope your Christmas went well.  An unwell
wife and our grandchildren made ours
tumultuous. With best wishes to you and
all your members.   Tim Bevan

Admiral Brigstocke

At Tim Bevan’s suggestion we asked John
Brigstocke if he would like to join.  He was
a Lt. in 1968 but subsequently became 2nd
Sea Lord.  Here is Admiral Brigstocke’s
reply:

“Thank you for your kind invitation but as
I was only onboard for 10 days of the 1968
World Cruise I do not consider it appropriate
to join.  Good Luck.  Yours sincerely - John
Brigstocke.

NOTE Lt Brigstoke left Caprice in South
Africa (so we think he was onboard about
20 days). He was still suffering from injuries
sustained in Aden in 1967. The incident is
described in the Caprice History Book.

The front cover picture was sent in by Mark Ruddle and shows us leaving Singapore for the
last time in 1968.  Mark has retrieved several photos which he thought were lost in a fire when
he lived in France - see page 5.

This our first printed Newsletter  in full colour!  We looked at the print cost against black/
white and decided it was worth the extra.

Graham Latter

NOTE Tim has also phoned us with a
request for a CAPRICE CAP TALLY - we
now think we have located one for him.
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More 2010 Reunion Pictures
With thanks to Dave Jennings
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2011 Reunion at Lincoln

The 2011 reunion is at Bentley Hotel at Lincoln on the weekend of 30 September/ 1
October  2011. (NOT  31 September as shown in last newsletter!) . The Package costs are:

2 Nights  (Friday, Saturday), bed, breakfast + Buffet Dinner Fri  + Reunion Dinner Sat
£133.25 per person

Saturday Night Only  - bed, breakfast with Reunion Dinner
£71.75 per person

Saturday - Reunion Dinner only
£23 per person

Additional nights (bed and breakfast
ONLY)  £45 per person

Note that there are NO single room
supplements thi year.

Booking routine as usual through the
Association - no need to do anthing just
yet apart from noting the dates in your
Diary!  A Booking form  is enclosed  with
with this Newsletter. You can also access
it online at www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk/reunion.htm

2012 Reunion in Portland
We have re-booked the Heights Hotel at Portland for next year’s

 Reunion for the weekend of 5th/6th October 2012

Happy Birthday Skipper
Tim Bevan celebrated his 80th birthday on
7th April this year.

The Association sent him a card with the
following signal (checked our by our
resident CY - Bunting Tossers - pay
attention).
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BZ to:

Mark Ruddle - for uneathing some 1968 photos.

Dave Jennings - for posting his past reunion pictures on
 http://gallery.me.com/timelord999#gallery

Dave Cummings
for exploring possible reunion locations north of the border.

Bravo Zulu

Mark Ruddle’s Photos
Here are three more he has unearthed in addition to the cover picture.

Above - Geisha welcome at Miyazu

Left - Mark with the Mayor of Miyazu

Bottom  - Caprice with paying-off pennant,
probably in Jahor Strait, Singapore.
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Graham (Slinger) Wood

EDITORS NOTE – in his draft to us Slinger
sent nearly 3000 words, which we have had
to severely chop!  The full entertaining and
unexpurgated version can be viewed on-
line at www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk/
members.htm  In it he recounts the
infamous dunking of Commander - Sea
Training, which space does not allow its
inclusion here, but it is covered in detail in
the Caprice History Book.

I was born in Harlesden London the night St
Pauls defied the blitz, raised with my
grandparents in the Sutton Surrey area and
went to Glastonbury Secondary Modern. 

Not wishing to become a National Service
Pongo and have bullets fired at me I decided
to join the RN.  I failed the Tiffy’s exam
because my IQ was too high (Bloody Cheek
–Ed.) I signed on at the age of 14 years & 11
months old and entered Ganges on the 3rd

Jan 1956.  A place that I am convinced if they
placed today’s prison population there would
be a public outcry. Eighteen months later I
left as a fully-fledged Boy Signalman and very
proud of my little gold crossed flags.

I was flown out to join my first ship HMS
Ursa operating off Malta.  I was going to get
better paid - five shillings a week (25p in
today’s loot) was all I had been used to! Life
onboard a type 15 frigate was pretty hectic,

the hangover of the war still lingered in the
minds of a lot of badgemen and ones position
as just a ‘Boy’ was something akin to a ‘spit
kid’ spending most of my time being sent for
‘sky hooks’ glass hammers or rubber nails!
Christmas 1957 was spent patrolling around
Cyprus, and I and the other Spit Kids had to
patrol the upper decks with a loaded
Lanchester.

 Conscription had been abolished so after a
spell of leave I had signed on for 9! How
green is that? 

I joined a tin can called HMS Exmouth in the
Clyde, which could rock itself almost in half
in Force 9’s upwards off Iceland during the
infamous Cod War.  We also acted as a Target
vessel in the Clyde. I don’t know what was
worst, rocking ones guts out or having the
expectancy of a Mk 44 torpedo flying under
my bunk as it entered one side of the ship
and exited the other. I once watched a pattern
of four torpedoes hit the beach in Irvine
Bay, I’d never seen people in deckchairs
riding a torpedo before!

Next draft was HMS Chichester (Cathedral
class AD frigate) I was rated TO2  - I was no
longer a Spit Kid but an Able rate. I was an
old salt  (3 years) and full of it.  The Yeoman
was a looney, but I did make his day on
occasions, I accidently let a wire halyard get
caught up in the mouth organ radar on the
rear of the ship, and another time I put the
ship 200 miles out of position, the Captain
wasn’t amused neither was the OTC in HMS
Tiger.  We deployed to the Med. and covered
the withdrawal from Cyprus by taking the
Governor Sir Hugh Foot, his wife, kids and a
bloody dog who cocked his leg on my nice
painted flag deck. 

I’d tried everything on those ridiculous
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drafting preference forms, where one might
put area Chatham and they send you to
Guzz, but I fooled them I put Pompey and I
got Chatham!  Commander in Chief Nore’s
Flag Ship HMS Paladin. The ship was
possibly a WW1 reject that resurfaced in
WW2; it had an open bridge and a WW2
Captain whose only interest was getting to
his pad near Maidstone at weekends. The
sparkers, buntings, the writers and duty elect
all worked together.  At weekends we took
turns to be Duty It. This involved conducting
the flag ceremony with anyone one could
grab, then getting on the ships bike and
getting the signals and official mail.  At
sunset again grabbing anyone to pull the
flags down and getting the upper deck
lighting on.  In the morning the Duty It,
flashed up the galley for the duty chef and
turned off the lights.  This was C in C Nore’s
Flagship?  No one ever saw him!!!  Let alone
knew who he was.  The crew were great but
operating a radio circuit in freezing cold in a
soaking wet duffle coat trying to impart
information to a Captain who sat in his chair
and allowed the North Sea to smash into his
face wasn’t my idea of heaven. 

HMS Mercury now beckoned for I wanted
more stars to my gold flags and became a
Leading Tactical Operator - POWER! -at last.I
was then posted to the staff of Commander
in Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean,
located in the most prestigious building in
Floriana, Malta.

Apart from the fact it was start of a married
life that failed it was a fantastic experience.
As well as working within NATO, I also
worked underground in the War Rooms -
Lascaris and also onboard HMS Ausonia
the depot of the Commander of Submarines
Mediterranean.  Here I was at the heart of the

cold war, handling information that would
make ones hair curl.

On my return to the UK I joined HMS
Verulam at Portland.  Another type 15 except
this vessel housed the most advanced sonar
the world was ever to know and which today
is used in many modern navies.  I will add
that it was this secret that the Vassel spy
ring disclosed to the Russians.

My Lieutenant Divisional Officer (who
became Sir John Brigstocke and Second Sea
Lord) gave me a ‘leg up’ with points and was
responsible for my transition into becoming
a CCY (TCI). Following a Petty Officers
Course at HMS Mercury I got yet another
type 15 - HMS Relentless.  I didn’t like this
ship and it had a major fire

I was sent to HMS Caprice in 1967 - a very
new Yeoman and a very new Captain - scary
stuff!

Having joined Caprice my concern as a newly
qualified Petty Officer was who the Captain
was and would he and I get on? Big issues
for the success for the department, a
department that both he and I had to have
confidence in.

It did not take long to get the lads together.
Ali Dow was our illustrious Leading Radio
Operator (General) and LRO (T) George
Codling was my right hand man. Portland
was our first test.

Our time in Portland was sadly completed
by the loss of Lo Mon Chok our No1 laundry
man who was washed overboard in the
Portland races. An event that I remember as
if it were yesterday but one I wish to forget.

Having completed the world trip I felt I
deserved a shore job. I was posted to the
Commander in Chief Fleet Headquarters in
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On board Caprice 1968

Northwood Middlesex.  As a Yeoman of the
watch I was responsible for signal traffic to
and from the C in C.  Then one weekend I
was contacted by the NPM and, within
hours, I was on my way to Bahrain to become
the Yeoman to the Commodore Gulf Sir Peter
Anson Bt. What a life.  I even managed a
gold watch from its Sheik, Isa Bin Sulman Al
Kaliffa! The closure of the Gulf station &
HMS Jufair led to my return.

Next I took a 5-year draft to MOD where I
was involved in the setting up of the
Automated Signal Distribution system more
commonly known then as AMRAD.  This
was where the three letter indicators at the
start of a message were inserted to allow
correct distribution by a machine to
recipients.

  After my promotion to CCY (TCI) I joined
HMS Antrim around 1977 where I was
introduced to one of the RN’s most
controversial of Commanding Officers and
for the next 2 years I suffered the most
extreme from a Command that seemed to have
a complete down on anyone that so much as
coughed in the wrong place.  However the
Commands of the FOF1 Admirals I warmed
to, was most rewarding, which included
Admiral Morton and Squires.

I left the RN in 1980 after 25 yrs, after having
finally served the Officers Training Section
in HMS Mercury and was dispatched in the
December of 1980.

In 1981 the annual Census was upon us. At
first I became one of the guys who roam a
defined patch ready to pounce.  This in turn
led to their offices.  I got to like it here was a
place employing 1000 people of which there
were only 20 men! I was exhausted (Phil eat
your heart out!).

In 1985 I accepted employment with the
British Sailors Society in Southampton as
its Assistant Manager. I had a short spell in
Dover as manager of the club there but,
unfortunately due to a disagreement between
myself and the Southampton manager I
decided I could not accept issues that were
against my morals and departed.

In 1987 I joined an American Company
supplying and servicing engineering
equipment to the industry.  The rewards were
good but hard work and this lasted
approximately 5 years until someone told me
the RFA organisation was crying out for past
RN communicators.

My first vessel was the RFA Olwen and then
Sir Galahad, Sir Percival, Black Rover
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My marriage to Jean  April 2010

(twice) Fort Grange and Fort Austin. The most memorable times were on the Black Rover
(The Portland Tanker), we knew it all, and to watch the half wits on the alongside warships
running around like the blue arse flies I found most amusing. Later 5 months at Split in Croatia
onboard the Fort Grange dodging bullets and in the end completed a tour that took me to the
Landing Crafts.  Finally having spent weeks in Jordan exercising with the Royal Jordanian
Army in temps of 40+ followed by all those trips through the Inner Leads to the frozen wastes
of Norway for Wintex’s. I had become medically injured so I sought a discharge.

On departure I joined the Corp of Commissionaires on the security section, and finished up
back at, of all places, the Office of National Statistics in Titchfield where it had all started,
albeit this time looking after the thousand women, the one’s I left all those years ago!

About 2003 I finally retired.  My 4 children were well away and producing the 9 grandchildren
and 2 greats.

Likes: Real Ale, Rambling, Dancing, Cards, Folk & Country Music, Films, Theatre…. and
being married to the most wonderful girl in the world.

Dislikes: – Civil Servants, local government officials and similar species.
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All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 AssociationSlops

Destroyer D 01
The Story of HMS Caprice and the men who served

in her 1942-1979

Embroidered Crests
Embroidered Crests
(6.5cm wide) onto any garment
of clothing for just £7.10 (NOT
£6 as stated in last Newsletter).
Just send us your shirt or
whatever and we will do the
necessary.

We have now sold over 55 copies of the ship’s history book. It
covers the complete history of HMS Caprice from when it was
laid down in 1942 until when she was finally scrapped in 1979.

Its 93 pages with over 130 photos and diagrams also describe the
destroyer’s Machinery, Armament, Sonar & Radar and the two
major modernisations it underwent whilst in service. It is on sale
at £12 per copy but discounted for Association member and
contributors to £9.50 per copy plus £1 P & P.   Multiple copies
cost £9.50 per copy plus just £1 P & P for the package.

Roy Johansen - Artist
Roy Johansen’s oil painting, depicting Caprice at
anchor off Miyazu, Japan in 1968, has now been
purchased  by a member’s wife. We are obtaining some
smaller size colour prints. Roy has also donated
another painting to the Association.  He is currently
concentrating on Pet Portraits - visit his website at
www.roy4art.co.uk

Enamel Badges
Badge with a brooch pin
£4 .50+ £1 P & P
Badge mounted on a Tie Slide
P£5.50 + £1 P & P
Badges on a pair of cufflinks
£6+ £1 P & P

Blazer Badges
Very smart gold wire blazer
badges (8 cm wide)
£11.50  Plus 50p P&P
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www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date and
you can view newsletters online in colour.
It has had over 8000 hits to date and
attracted many new members. There is also
a very good picture archive of the Caprice
from 1942 to 1979 and up to date
Association & Reunion News.

Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report

Association Website

Finances Our estimated bank balance is approximately £1300 . The very healthy state of our
account is partly due to the excellent performance of the Book Sale,which was  well above
expectations so early in it's publication---but don't panic we still have plenty copies left. A
B.Z. to the Author--he might be  lucky enough for a sip of my tot in Lincoln. We also have
substantial assets of Reunion deposits, remaining books and slops.

Rum  Stock is just over 8 bottles, which should almost suffice for next two reunions.

Harry in the Spirit Room

This striking image of HMS Cumberland prompted a comparison with the outline of  Caprice,
shown below to the same scale.  Cumberland is 487 feet overall, whilst Caprice was just 363
feet.  Despite costing £68 million (how much was Caprice we wonder ?) she is 4 -5 knots
slower than Caprice was.

A Tale of Two Warships
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS Caprice
at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby

East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel 01482 632 276

Treasurer & Rum Bosun
Brian Hobbs

bh@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE

Tel 01493 751 640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn      RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris      L.Sea Mick Walsh    AB Dougie Richardson

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain    Lt. Peter Higgs

also - Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2011 Reunion Dinner is on 1st Otober, 2011 at the Bentley Hotel,  Lincoln


