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The front cover picture shows two profile diagrams of Caprice, as she was in 1944 and after
modernisation in 1967. They were prepared for the ships history book now available to
members.                                               Graham Latter

Congratulations for a well organised
Portland Reunion weekend, didn’t it go well.
Glad you have rebooked for 2012.  Lon &
Shirley Skeet

Mail Drop

I did enjoy the reunion, and amazed the
interest in Caprice and her shipmates you
are maintaining!  Pleased my talk went down
well.  The 68'ers made me very welcome, so
thanks to them all. Cheers  - Colin Gent

Many thanks for your great organizational
skills yet again, at this years reunion. I had
a fantastic time and would go so far as to
say it was the best venue I have attended
so far (apart from the Portland weather as
usual and as I always remember it!) and the
company was up to its usual standard. -Dave
Jennings

Just a wee note to thank you for a wonderful
weekend,  I know that these events just
don't happen and there is a lot of hard work
involved  David &Janis Cummings

Glad all went well with the weekend and
many thanks for your business.  I will let
you know rates for 2012 provisional
booking as soon as I can. Regards - Jenny
Eyles (events organiser) Heights Hotel –
Portland

Just a few lines to say how much Christine
and myself enjoyed ourselves at Portland,
and to all the others involved in the
organisation. We are looking forward to next
year and will attend if at all possible. Will do
my best to stay in touch.  Regards
Peter Coombes 

Many thanks for the organisation of the 2010
reunion at Weymouth, everybody agreed it
was a resounding success and a great
venue. See you in Lincoln. Rob Wilkinson

The Association “tips”cheque has been
given to the hotel kitchen staff and
gratefully accepted.  Your note caused some
amusement.  “For services rendered”, a
cheque and written on hotel notepaper!  It
is now pinned on the kitchen door for all to
see. Veronica  Davis  (Veronica knows most
of the hotel staff and she helped us to
ensure that the gratuities went the people
who most deserved them).
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2010 Reunion Report
A record 39 Members attended  the 2010 Reunion at Portland.

The Friday evening hot buffet went down very well with some entertainment provided by
our old friend Simon the Pianist from the Bournemouth Reunions and Dave Cromack
attempting the Eskimo song!

View from the Hotel after the fog had cleared

Saturday Dinner - and our favourite ex-Wren
downs her tot once again!

Here is a selection of some of the more
interesting pics.
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A Tale of two Work-ups
Well – mainly just the repeat in Oct 2010
some 42 years after the main event (a series
of disasters that are described in the history
book).

From 1200 on Oct 1st members struggled to
get to the hotel half-drowned and several
hours adrift. Thanks to Harry Hobbs (in
charge of the weather that day) for
replicating the appalling conditions so
evocative of Portland in 1968 – well what
did you expect – sunshine and calm seas?

Once victualled in most made their way up
to the bridge (AKA Bistro Bar) to see the
much-vaunted view, only to be confronted
with a total white-out dense fog.  The
stalwarts who remained, sampling the
drinks on offer, were eventually rewarded
around 1800 when the fog lifted and the
whole of the Peninsular revealed itself – if
not bathed in sunshine at least visible!

The First watch on Friday evening passed
very pleasantly enough with some excellent
catering by the hotel staff.

On Saturday, with the weather easing, and
after a hearty breakfast, many ventured
ashore to sample the flesh pots of Portland
and Weymouth. A few members where
missing most of the Saturday, as they were
busy “trading” quiz answers so desperate
were they to win it.

However the Ghosts of Flag Officer-Sea

Training and his side-kick Commander-Sea
Training began to reappear on Saturday
evening when one of the event organisers
was summoned to Hotel Reception to
explain why a crew member and his lady
were only shown on the books as victualled
in for dinner but were not allocated a mess.
Much to everyone’s relief a bunk was found
for them that night.

Then just before the main event at around
1845 the ghosts of the Sea Training Staff
(STS) struck again without warning, when
one of the crew decided his allocated
accommodation was not up to scratch and
proceeded to play up merry hell with the
Hotel staff.  This was timed to cause
maximum disruption since the individual
involved had been victualled in for over 24
hours.  It had to be explained to the very
concerned hotel management that this was
just a Work Up exercise, instigated by STS
and designed to test morale. Later on,
around 1000, STS then arranged for one of
the crew to go absent from place of duty
just before a pre-arranged event was to
occur.  So good was the damage control that
most of the crew did not even notice.

More was to come. At around 0700 on
Monday one of the crew proceeded ashore
and much to the consternation of the
Gangway Staff (Night Porter) without fully
paying his mess bills.  Again it was explained
to them that this was probably instigated
by the STS to test out the S & S staff,
however the hotel was only finally
convinced until a few days later when a
cheque duly arrived.

So, as in 1968, “alls well that ends well” and,
unlike any other ship that has escaped from
Portland, Caprice arranged for yet a third
visit in 2012 – watch this space!
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2011 Reunion at Lincoln
The 2011 reunion is at Bentley Hotel at Lincoln on the weekend of 30 September/ 1
October  2011. The Package costs are:

2 Nights  (Friday, Saturday), bed, breakfast + Buffet Dinner Fri  + Reunion Dinner Sat
£133.25 per person

Saturday Night Only  - bed, breakfast with Reunion Dinner
£71.75 per person

Saturday - Reunion Dinner only
£23 per person

Additional night (bed and breakfast
ONLY)
£45 per person

Note that there are NO single room
supplements.

Booking routine as usual through the
Association - no need to do anthing just
yet apart from noting the dates in your
Diary!  Booking forms and more details
will be sent out with the next Newsletter.

2012 Reunion in Portland
We have provisionally re-booked the Heights Hotel at Portland for the 2012 Reunion.

BZ to the following for helping to make the Portland Reunion one of our
best ever:

Bravo Zulu

John  & Jean Bishop - for organising the Quiz & Friday Raffle.

Roy Johansen - for donating his painting.

Syd Pawley - for calling the Saturday raffle

Roger Rivett - duty Rum Bosun.

Gordon Chapman - for providing name tallies and help with “rigging up” the flags etc.

Dave Jenkins - duty Photographer - view his pictures on
http://gallery.me.com/timelord999/100130

Colin Gent - for his interesting presentation on  about his time on Caprice in 1962.
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Ship Models
Phillip Warren’s hobby for the
past 62 years has been building

models of warships out of
matchsticks. So far, he’s used 650,000 matches to build

400 ship models to a scale of 1:300. He has created every ship built in the
Royal Navy since 1945, as well as 60 other ships. Having
been alerted to the “Matchstick Man” we contacted him and
he offered to donate to the Association his model of Caprice
in return for a donation to the RNLI.  Harry duly collected it
from him on the way to Portland.. We are hoping he can come
along to Portland in 2012 and exhibit some of his fleet.
More information on http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
england-dorset-11104719

1967-68 Commission Book
Many RN ships traditionally produced Commission Books. These
recorded the places visited during the commission along with
memorable events.  Usually the skipper would provide an introduction
and various departments would contribute articles - humorous and
otherwise!  Often they were printed quite cheaply in Hong Kong and
each member of the crew would receive a copy as a memento of his
time aboard.  Three Commission Books are known to be in existence
for HMS Caprice 1959-60 (cover shown here), 1962-63  and 1971-
73; these proved invaluable with source information for the ship’s
history book.

Unfortunately no book was produced for one of Caprice’s most
eventful commissions - that of 1967-68!  We are hoping to rectify this by producing a (belated)
book for our commission.  Much source information is already available from the 53 Association
newsletters produced to date but we shall be appealing to all members to cast their mind back
43 years and come up with interesting incidents and memories of the world cruise, also to dig
out any photos that you may not have already sent us. We propose giving the completed
book to all Association members - we may ask for donations at the time or along the way!

This superb larger scale model
was made by Chris  Hooper who
served on Caprice in 1962-63.
We are hoping to aquire a model
of this scale and detail at some
stage in the future.
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Keith (Frankie) Vaughan
I was born on 29 October 1950 in London.
My Mum was a housewife and my Dad a
policeman so due to his job we moved house
a lot when I was young.

Just as I was moving to Secondary School
my Mother passed away due to cancer but I
had always promised her that I would join
the Royal Navy.

My Grandma and Mum were both born in
the Portsmouth Naval Hospital and my
Granddad served in submarines so maybe
the Navy was in my blood?

Well, it was a promise I was to keep, so in
August 1967 I joined HMS St. Vincent where
I completed Part One of my training.  I then
went to HMS Pembroke for my Steward’s
Training, which I completed in January 1968.

Later that year I flew out to Hong Kong to
join HMS Caprice which was my first sea-
going ship.  I thought ‘how exciting’, I was
only a lad of 17!  I served on Caprice for 6
months during which I celebrated my 18th

birthday twice due to crossing the
International Date Line !

Next I went to HMS Collingwood followed
by HMS Aurora, which I served on for two
and a half years.

Aged 18 taken off Hawaii - 1968

I was then incredibly lucky to be chosen to
join the Royal Yacht Britannia as one of only
8 stewards to serve HM The Queen and The
Duke of Edinburgh for the Royal Apartment
Staff.

We served on the Yacht for 2 years during
which part of it was the honeymoon of
Princess Anne and Mark Philips and then on
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Life on HMRY Britannia
When a Yachtsman joined Britannia's crew
he entered a world quite unlike any other in
the Royal Navy.  His orders were nothing
less than to 'strive daily for perfection'. Each
man was hand-picked to meet the very
highest standards, and each and every one
chose this special ship for the honour and
privilege of serving Queen and country.

The junior Yachtsmen had the arduous task
of scrubbing the two-inch thick teak decks
each day to keep them in pristine condition.

So that the Royal Family were not disturbed,
all work near the Royal Apartments had to be
carried out in silence and everything had to
be completed by 8 o'clock in the morning. If a
Yachtsman did encounter a member of the
Royal Family, he had to stand still and look
straight ahead until they had passed.

to the Commonwealth Games in New
Zealand.  It was a fantastic experience.

After the Yacht I joined HMS Bacchante
where I suffered my back injury and was
flown down to The Royal Naval Hospital.  I
was classed unfit for sea-service so went to
HMS Nelson and HMS Warrior and then
after 14 months passed fit for sea service
and then joined HMS Matapan.  I was
eventually discharged from the Navy in 1977.

Before I left the Navy I married Joan earlier in
the year and we have 3 children but after 17
years we got divorced.  Life was pretty
miserable for a couple of years until in 1995,
I met a wonderful widow called Rita.  We
found we had a lot in common and 18 months
later we got married.

Rita has 3 children, 2 daughters who are
married and have a child each.  My daughter
has 3 children so between us we have 5
grandchildren.

I have had quite a few jobs since leaving the
navy, mainly stock controller or accounts
clerk but latterly I was a driver for Audi, which
I really enjoyed, but the long hours put
pressure on my back and I had to resign.  I’m
still looking for employment but the situation
up here in Birmingham is pretty dire so I’m
not expecting much!  In the meantime I am
doing some voluntary work for the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital that I really enjoy.

We now spend our time caravanning in our
little tourer parked near Monmouth, which
we really love.  We do lots of walking,
cooking and gardening and spend a lot of
happy hours babysitting our 2 gorgeous
grandchildren.  I just wish I could see more
of my 3 grandchildren in Scotland.

We have just celebrated my 60th birthday in
New York as the picture shows.  It was a

fantastic holiday in an amazing city.  I have
now joined the ranks of the ‘Senior Citizen’!

Roll on the Winter Fuel Allowance!!

DISLIKES: Politicians, Bad drivers

LIKES:  Caravanning, Swimming, Cooking.
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All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 AssociationSlops

Wall Charts
Framed coloured  map depicting the 1968
World Cruise and personalised with
member’s name £16 each inc postage within
the UK. (£8  - unframed).

DVD - Cruise of 1968
 £10.50 including postage

Destroyer D 01
The Story of HMS Caprice and

the men who served
in her 1942-1979

Caprice at Miyazu
Roy Johansen’s oil painting, depicting the
Caprice at anchor off Miyazu, Japan in 1968,
was displayed at the last reunion. Anyone
who would like to make an offer for the framed
original (it measures  60cm by 45 cm) please
contact us - there is a reserve price on it . A
limited number of signed prints will be
available shortly.

Enamel Badges
Badge with a brooch pin
£4 .50+ £1 P & P

Badge mounted on a Tie
Slide
P£5.50 + £1 P & P

Badges on a pair of
cufflinks
£6+ £1 P & P

Blazer Badges
John Bishop has obtained
some very smart gold wire
blazer badges (8 cm wide),
which we can offer at £11.50
Plus 50p P&P

Embroidered Crests
Phil Briggs has sourced a
company that will embroider
Caprice Crests (6.5cm wide)
onto any garment of clothing
for just £6.   Just send us your
shirt or whatever and we will
do the necessary and advise you of cost of
return postage. We hope to offer  polo shirts
before the next reunion.

We have taken
delivery of 100
copies of the
ship’s history
book. It covers
the complete
history of HMS
Caprice from
when it was laid
down in 1942
until when she
was finally
scrapped in 1979.

Its 93 pages with over
130 photos and d i a g r a m s
also describe the d e s t r o y e r ’ s
Machinery, Armament, Sonar & Radar and
the two major modernisations it underwent
whilst in service. It will be on sale at £12 per
copy but discounted for Association member
and contributors to £9.50 per copy plus £1 P
& P.   Multiple copies cost £9.50 per copy
plus just £1 P & P for the package.
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www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date and
you can view newsletters online in colour.
It has had over 8000 hits to date and
attracted many new members. There is also
a very good picture archive of the Caprice
from 1942 to 1979 and up to date
Association & Reunion News.

Finances  £234 in the Bank, plus Hotel deposits of £225
(on deposit for reunions).

We also have quite a few stock “assets” – Enamel Badge items,
Blazer Badges, Caprice History Books plus “Caprice at
Miyazu” oil painting as yet unsold, not to mention rum stock
(see below). With the influx of subs shortly (most are now
paid by Standing Order in January) our overall bank balance
remains very healthy.

Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report

Rum  We spotted what seemed to be a bargain price for
Pussers (red label) at only £12.99 a bottle so quickly purchased
4 bottles in case the shop had made a mistake!  This means
rum stock is just over 8 bottles, which should suffice for next
two reunions.

Harry in the Spirit Room

Association Website



12

   HMS Caprice 1968 Association Newsletter 53  Dec. 2010

HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS Caprice
at any time during her memorable 11 month World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby

East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel/Fax 01482 632 276

Treasurer & Rum Bosun
Brian Hobbs

bh@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE

Tel 01493 751 640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn      RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris      L.Sea Mick Walsh    AB Dougie Richardson

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain    Lt. Peter Higgs

also - Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2011 Reunion Dinner is on 1st Otober, 2011 at the Bentley Hotel,  Lincoln


