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The cover picture shows show HMS Caprice and HMS Cavalier in July 1972 in the English
Channel.  The Cavalier was on her final voyage to Chatham but Caprice  remained in service
until April 1973. The ships were virtually identical except Caprice had an enclosed bridge
fitted while Cavalier retained her original open bridge.   Cavalier of course is preseved at
Chatham and well worth a visit.

Sadly 2 members have crossed the bar since the last newsletter:  Dave Jennings just before
the Portsmouth Reunion and recently Syd Pawley on New Year’s day 2016.

It’s 10 years since I took over the Association with Harry Hobbs (Phil Evans did 10 years
prior to that) and I will soon be looking for a bit of  to help lighten the load a bit in the future.

Graham Latter

Dave Jennings

Dave Jennings (RO-G) passed away on
Sept 18 2015 aged 66 after suffering
respiratory problems for a number of
years.

Dave loved our reunions (he even
turned up for one a week early!)  He
became our reunion photographer and
is greatly missed. The Association was
represented at the funeral and we are
in touch with his daughter Zoe Jenkins.

Syd Pawley

Syd Pawley (POEL) passed away
suddenly on New Year’s Day 2016.

Syd was a long standing Association
member and attended many reunions.

The Association will be represented at
the funeral and we have sent our
condolences to his wife Anne.

The funeral details are on page 2
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2015 Pompey Reunion Report

Members Dockyard Visit Harry Hobbs
Harry & Hilda Winterbottom

At their first reunion
Trevor Snepp                          Barry (Pedro) Davies

Dave Cromack
Performs!

Syd Pawley  - Funeral Details
Funeral Tuesday 19th January, 1200  at St. Mary’s Church, Callington. Parking nearby at
large Co-op car park.

‘Wake’ at Crownhill Fort, Crownhill, Plymouth.  There is parking inside the fort, and there
will be people to greet whilst  close family are at the crematorium for a short service there.

You are all very welcome at the Fort and there will be food provided and something
mulled and alcoholic as well as tea and coffee when you arrive, and there is a bar also.
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3rd Tamworth Weekend   June 24 to 26th
Royal Naval Association, Victoria Road Tamworth, B79 3HL

Tel 01827 63623   www.tamworthrna.webeden.co.uk/

Friday 24 June  1900 Reception at the RNA Club. Games against
Tamworth RNA  - Uckers - Pool etc.   Buffet provided.

Saturday 25 June    Tamworth Market Day. In the evening from 1900
Buffet Supper and Entertainment at the RNA Club.

Sunday  26 June 1200 Farewell tot at RNA Club (for those not driving!)

Message from Mark Ruddle
Thanks for the splendid reunion, which I enjoyed more than most in the past It was a great
honour to propose the loyal toast. Your organisation was, as usual impeccable and the choice
of the old Aggy Weston’s was as near perfect as is possible.  Looking forward to next year
close to home.  Put my name down now with Val.  Yours ever - Mark  The Club was
formerly the Sailors Home Club -  Aggy Westons was a different establishment - Ed

2015 Pompey Reunion Report
The Maritime Club did us proud and many members took
advantage of the discounted tickets to visit the Dockyard.
Thanks to John & Jean Bishop for the Tombola again on
the Friday evening.

A highlight of the Reunion Dinner was the surprise
appearance of Harry & Hilda Winterbotton.  Harry had
been given special permission to leave hospital for a couple
of hours to attend the Dinner and arrived a few minutes late
looking resplendent in full “Mess Dress”.   He was given a
standing ovation on entry and again on departure.  We have
some good pictures of members at the reunion but do not
have space to print them all.  Contact us if you would like one downloaded.

Stokers Reunion with Mike Dolan
who promises to come to  Dawlish

John & Jean Bishop’s Tombola

Special Guests - Jeremy & Eri Hobbs
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Hotel Package Costs
2 Nights (Friday, Saturday), bed, breakfast + Buffet Dinner Fri + Reunion Dinner Sat

£142  per person
Saturday Night only, bed, breakfast + Reunion Dinner Sat

£80  per person
Additional nights (dinner, bed and breakfast )

£65 per person
Additional nights (bed and breakfast only)

£50  per person

Single room supplement £13 per person per night

Booking forms are enclosed with this  newsletter.  Please book ONLY through the
Association to get the best rates – it also helps us to know what we are doing!  You can

also also book using the booking forms on the website page
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk/reunions.htm

2016 Reunion in Dawlish, Devon
This is at  the Langstone Cliff  Hotel

Mount Pleasant Road, Dawlish Warren, Dawlish, Devon EX7 0NA
on  Fri 30 Sept to Sun 2 October

www.langstone-hotel.co.uk.

The train track has been repaired from
2014!  in fact the train is a good way to

get there.
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Graham Jackson

Despite the distractions caused by the duration
of Second World War coinciding with my early
school years, I somehow managed to pass the
eleven-plus and 1946 saw me commence
grammar school. During my time there it
became apparent that I was more suited to
practicalities than academics so, after
completion of schooling, I commenced a five-
year apprenticeship at an engineering company
sited near my home at Tamworth in
Staffordshire, which was engaged in
producing three-wheeled vehicles, years later
brought to public prominence by the antics of
Del and Rodney in Only Fools and Horses.

As my apprenticeship approached its
conclusion the prospect of compulsory
military service loomed ever closer. Two years
in the army did not appeal and, having always
had an interest in ships and the sea, I sounded
out Birmingham RN recruiting office who
informed me, at that time the minimum period
I could enlist for as a direct entry artificer,
subject to successful completion of an
educational test and practical trade test, was
nine years. After much thought and discussion
with family and an ex-artificer work colleague
I decided to sign up as an Ordnance Artificer.
This turned out to be a life-changing decision
but one which I have never regretted.

In September 1956 I commenced basic
training initially at RNB Portsmouth, then

HMS Excellent at Whale Island for an
introduction to ordnance engineering
followed by a six weeks leadership course at
HMS Royal Arthur at Corsham Wiltshire
before joining my first ship the Type 12
frigate HMS Scarborough in 1957. She was
a new ship straight from the builders and in
pristine condition, somewhat different to
what was to greet me ten years later!!

After a year in Scarborough, mostly spent
carrying out trials and exercises in home
waters, I returned, initially to Whale Island
and then HMS Vernon for in-depth training
on surface and underwater weapons.  On
completion of these courses I joined HMS
Dolphin for three months to familiarise
myself with the submarine world before
joining the depot ship HMS Tyne in July
1959 as a torpedo maintainer. As part of the
Home Fleet most of the time was spent
around Europe but in February 1960, whilst
in Gibraltar, a massive earthquake struck the
port of Agadir in Morocco resulting in
thousands of fatalities.  Tyne was despatched
with essential supplies and to provide what
relief we could including the construction of
wooden shelters for some of the homeless
victims.

I left Tyne in January 1961 and joined the
submarine torpedo discharge trials team
based at HMS Vernon.  Each newly built or
refitted submarine was required, as part of
its acceptance programme, to carry out
torpedo discharge trials at the torpedo firing
range which was located at Loch Long in
Scotland.  Our task was to convey ourselves,
usually three of us and a Trials Officer, and
much trials equipment by overnight sleeper
to Arrochar, a village at the head of the Loch,
where we were based for the duration of each
trial. There, after initial calibration of the
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tubes whilst alongside, we joined the submarine each day and proceeded to the range where
practice torpedoes were fired from each tube whilst we monitored the tube performance.
This procedure was repeated for diving depths from the surface down to the submarine’s
maximum.  It was interesting and satisfying work which I was very reluctant to leave.

My next move in early 1962 was to Devonport to join the Tiger Class Cruiser HMS Lion,
which was in refit, as one of the many 6 inch weapon’s maintainers,.  We sailed later that year
for the Far East via the Mediterranean where we spent the Christmas and New Year period
working up off Malta thus avoiding the UK winter of 1962-1963 which was one of the most
severe for many years.  After workup we transited the Suez Canal and, on passage to Singapore,
met the homeward bound HMS Tiger and relieved her of the duty of Flagship of the Far East
Fleet.  The rest of 1963 was spent on exercises, ceremonial duties and enjoying the delights of
that part of the world, including visits to Japan, Saigon and Western Australia.  After a period
in home waters I re-joined HMS Vernon and resumed my association with the underwater
weapons world.

The following years brought more life-changing decisions in as much that I signed on to
complete pensionable service and married Pat, a Plymouth City WPC, whom I had met during
my time in Lion.

I joined HMS Caprice during the refit of 1967 to be greeted by the Chief OA Bob Coles with
the remark “she’s clapped out Jacko”.  As we know this proved to be the case which made the
news of details of the forthcoming deployment even more incredulous.

We all have our highlights of that memorable year but for me the visit to Auckland stands out.
It was my first ever visit to New Zealand and a relative there took Don Farrow and myself
around North Island, including the hot springs at Rotorua.  On a personal note our elder
daughter was born in May whilst we were on passage from Hong Kong to Japan.

1968 - with Chief Stoker Nick Carter & CERA Paul Hockey
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After leaving Caprice in 1969 I joined the Fleet Maintenance Group in Devonport and so
began a period of family life. This continued when, a year later, after advancement to Chief
OA I joined HMS Tiger, which was being converted into a helicopter cruiser. Our younger
daughter was born in August 1971 thus completing the family.

 After extensive trials and workup it was back again around the Cape to the Middle and Far
East as part of a group deployment which included HMS/M Dreadnought.  The highlight of
the deployment was to be a visit to Sydney to represent the Royal Navy at the opening of the
city’s new opera house which members may recall was under construction during our visit in
1968.  However, Australia’s newly elected labour government refused to allow the nuclear-
powered Dreadnought entry, and as it was a case of “all go” or “none go” the visit was sadly
cancelled.

I resumed my association with HMS Vernon in 1975 having relocated as a family from
Plymouth to Portsmouth a year earlier.  After a year there, leading the diving equipment
maintenance team, I was promoted to Fleet Chief and was appointed to the Ships
Maintenance Authority (SMA) in Portsmouth Dockyard.

I soon became convinced there that attending an endless series of meetings and circulating
paperwork was not for me, so, when an opportunity arose to re-join HMS Tiger I took it and
enjoyed a last foray to the Far East.  This time we did get to Sydney where we spent Christmas
and New Year 1977/1978.  I had by this time submitted notice to leave the Service in order
to establish myself in a new career.  Consequently I left the Service in late 1978 and commenced
work as a technical author.

I spent the remainder of my working life employed by several companies producing technical
documentation for a wide variety
of engineering projects, including
Vanguard Class submarines,
offshore and onshore oil
production installations and
desalination plants.  Many of these
projects involved data gathering
site visits to some interesting parts
of the world.

Since retiring in 2000 I have
enjoyed family life, gardening,
sailing my small boat around the
Solent and spending time at our
holiday apartment in Spain.

Hates: Dishonesty and deviousness in all its forms.

Likes:   Music, real ale and red wine.

Pat & Graham - recent photo
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Continuing Dick Couch’s memorabilia from 1968
San Andre Information & Panama Transit

The Doc’s Scrapbook
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PIctures from Barry Davies

 Panama Canal Transit

Towing Tractor       Pan American Highway Bridge
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News from the Cavalier
Our Cavalier volunteer, Dave Silva, has sent in these photos of work on the winch and focsle.
It probably looks smarter now than when she was in commission!

Working on the Capstan

Looking good -  Anchor Cables

Refurbished Ventilation Intakes
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This was sent in by Slinger Woods - maybe
from his childhood collection?

Hmm - not so sure about that title ! ...but those
were innocent times - Ed

Stokers on
the Upper Deck

Guaranteed to enrage the Jimmy!

They are
Pedro Davies (who sent this in)
Mick (Brum) Powell
Paddy Keyhoe

Spare a  thought for....
Dennis Friedle fighting the big C but things are looking quite good and he is very positive.

Robert Pollen who wishes to be remembered and is sorry not to have been in touch over
Xmas following the loss of his son.

Jennie Rivett who is hopefully now recovering from a difficult year healthwise.

Rita Vaughan who is recovering from a recent operation.

Brian (Harry)  Hobbs who has a major problem with his Port ankle (and starboard one is
not so good) but is hoping for some Dockyard work  soon.  Offers of a wooden leg have been
met with a stream of expletives.   He  and Pat celebrated their Diamond Wedding recently and
got a congratulatory letter from his old boss H.M.QE2.

Seems like a nice boy !
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www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date and
you can view newsletters online. It has
had nearly 19,000 hits to date and has
attracted many new members. There is
also a very good picture archive of the
Caprice from 1942 to 1979, up to date
Association & Reunion News and a
Slops page.

Association Website

Caprice History Book - D01
Issue 2 - a hardback reprint is is now available.  Some minor errors
have been corrected,  new material added and all pictures enhanced.

If any one wants a copy the cost is £15  (inc P&P in UK). Please make
out any cheques to G.  Latter.

Caprice being re-built

Coxwain Jack Edgcumbe
Letter from John Edgcumbe about  his father

My father went from rom basic training at HMS Impregnable (Plymouth) in 1940, to his final
job as President of the Senior Rates Mess at HMS Drake. He left the Navy in August 1967.
He was serving in HMS Repulse when she, with the Prince of Wales, was sunk by the Japanese,
December 10th 1941. He went on to serve in quite a few ships, one of them being Caprice of
which he was Coxswain from August 1960 to September 1962.

I would love to know if any of your members knew my dad, he was known to one and all as
Jack (or Jan he was a genuine "Janner" from Plymouth).

It’s true!
but its just a 1/72

model of the Caprice (just over
5foot long).  When complete it will hopefully
look something like this splendid model of
the Carysfort. Later on it might have powered
propulsion (but not with steam plant!). !)
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Please make out cheques to
HMS Caprice 1968 Association

All profits go to Association funds

Finance Report
Funds - We currently have  a healthy £1,731 in the bank (allowing for subs expected this
month). Thanks to all members who pay subs by standing order – it saves us no end of
time and hassle! From that we have to fund the next 2 Newsletters and Reunion costs.

Rum - 5 full bottles  (Worth around £150 in UK and equates to around 60 tots), sufficient
for the 2016 Dawlish  Reunion. Mike Smith is holding two further bottles,  acquired during
his visit to Gibraltar.  If you are visiting Gib and can obtain any bottles of Pussers Rum (used
to be called blue label but now labelled Gunpowder Proof Black Label) for us we will
purchase from you – it should cost £10-£12 from the shops in Main Street.

Assets - Apart from rum, the value of assets, which includes slops items etc. totals £176

Polo Shirts
Sizes available -  L or XL
£16.50 Plus 1.50 P & P

Tie Bar
P£5.50 + £1 P & P

Cufflinks
£7.50+ £1 P & P

Brooch Pin Badge
£4.50+ £1  P& P

RN Anchor Badges
£4.50+ £1  P& P

The Association now has a PayPal account which  is a simple
way of transferring payments into our bank account
especially if you are an overseas member. Just use
pay@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on
HMS Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in

1968.   An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, East Yorkshire HU14 3PW

Tel 01482 632 276

Membership Secretary & Reunion Advisor
John Bishop

jb@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
43 Woolwich Close, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8GE

Tel 02380 403 921

Absent  shipmates who  have  crossed  the  bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn       RO2(T) Dave Windsor     ME1 Bob Harris
      L.Sea Mick Walsh      AB Dougie Richardson    LCEM Danny Smith

L/S Brian Watson     Surg. Lt Richard Couch    Lt. Peter Fowler
RO2(G) Greg Farmer  RO2(G) Dave Jennings  POEL Syd Pawley

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain      Lt. Peter Higgs      AB Michael Nightingale

POME Bill Burgess also - Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

Tamworth Weekend is on June 24 -  26
The 2016 Reunion is at Langstone Cliff Hotel, Dawlish on 30 Sept to 2 Oct.
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