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The front cover picture has been published before but I thought it worth showing again in
colour.  Amazingly we have 2 members who say they have no recollection of the Pacific
Storm en route to San Francisco! But for the rest of us it will remind us of how close we came
to capsizing. I have only just noticed that what I had previously thought was the sea boat falls
looks to be a sizeable length of the starboard guard rail and stanchions!

Graham Latter

Mail Drop & Reunion Comments
Thank you for organising a great reunion
at Lincoln, it was very successful, we had a
wonderful time and it was great to meet up
with everyone again. You will have to let
us know the secret of organising such good
weather for us. Thanks  to all for  making
our guests feel so welcome, they really
enjoyed themselves, and are amazed at the
camaraderie of us all 40 odd years on.
Thanks also to Brian & Pat and everyone
else involved in the organisation, for such a
great weekend

Roy (Joe) Johansen & Lorraine

With running the Tombola at the Reunion
we really enjoyed doing something different,
with a little refinement it will be even better
next year! The weekend was a great success,
a very good venue, and thanks to you and
Harry and of course your good ladies
everyone enjoyed it.

 Anything we can do to help you and/or the
Association please don’t hesitate to contact
us. 

Best wishes - John & Jean Bishop

What a great weekend. I think the hotel did
us proud, at least I didn’t hear any whinges
about it. Claire did a great job,obviously
helped by you and Harry making sure all
went smoothly.

The tombola idea was well done by John &
Jean,and made a nice change from the quiz.

The food was of a high standard,the weather
brilliant. It all went too quickly though.

Lonnie & Shirley Skeet

HMS Cavalier Volunteer
Caprice Name Board
Slops
Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report
Association Membership
Association Website
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Thanks for organising yet another reunion, which I thought, went very well and certainly
Margaret and I enjoyed it immensely.

It is interesting that some reunions go better than others for no discernable reason; it must
just be the mood of the people who attend. The venue has something to do with it as well, if
the hotel is well run and the staff make the extra effort it just makes that difference. Meanwhile
look forward to Portland. - Gordon Duffy

Hi Graham & Harry - Just a note to thank you for your organisation and your company over
the reunion weekend. It was good to see you both and the rest of the crew again after our
short absence. Good Luck and hope to see you all again soon Cheers
 & Beers - Phil & Jackie Evans

We have had this e-mail from Jim Richardson (an honorary member who was Stumpy
Richardson’s brother).

Thank you for sending me your Newsletter once again, I always find them very interesting
and well composed. I would love to attend your reunion sometime but have difficulty in
travelling nowadays, I have missed the HMS JAMAICA reunion these past two years but
hope to attend it in 2012 in Sunderland which is much nearer and easier for me to reach.

I have given up much of the committee work which kept me busy since I retired 21 years ago,
however I still continue assiduously with my Royal British Legion Scotland activities, I am
now in my fifth year as President of the Glasgow & Western Counties Area, I also give talks
to local schoolchildren at Primary 7 level on WW2 which is history to them.

Unfortunately I was diagnosed, nine months ago, with cancer of the Trachea (windpipe) I
have had surgery three times and am responding well to treatment, it is just another obstacle
in the rocky path through life and I feel sure that I will prevail.

Dougie crossed the bar two years ago on the 6th, August, we raised a toast to him that day
and all the others who are giving their lives in Afghanistan and elsewhere.    I wish you all well
at your reunion at Lincoln and health and prosperity for the future.  Sincerely,  Jim.

Starboard profile of Caprice after her second modernisation
(from the ship’s history book)
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2011 Reunion at Lincoln
The Hotel, hotel staff, food and heat-wave weather were some of the factors that made this
year’s reunion in Lincoln very successful and enjoyed by all those attending.   Our hotel
organiser Clair also remarked that the staff had said what a nice bunch of people we all were!

BZ to

Dave Jennings – out duty photographer - more pics will be in next Newsletter.

John & Jean Bishop - for organising the Tombola.

Chappie – for his usual function as a human crane in putting up the Ensign.

Clair Sanders – Hotel Manager who went out of her way to see things ran smoothly.

Also include a big thank you to Roger Rivett who, as well as acting as Rum Bosun, again
this year generously provided some extra rum for our stocks.

Members who attended the 2011 Reunion
Graham & Jean Latter
Brian & Pat Hobbs
Roy Johansen & Lorraine Emerson
Gordon & Linden Chapman (USA)
Colin & Carol Bond (USA)
John & Jean Bishop
Dave Jennings
Gordon Duffy
Bert & Liz Greenough
George & Pat Kirby
John & Lynda Kennedy 
Rob Wilkinson (Spain)
Malcolm & Pat Hawley
Brian Turner
Brian & Cynthia Coxhill

Trevor Cole
Alasdair & Margaret MacFarlane
Roger & Jennie Rivett
Derek & Sue Crowley
Keith & Rita Vaughan
Brian & Eleanor Watson 
Lonnie & Shirley Skeet
Wayne & Myra Mobley
Dave & Linda Silva
Phil & Jackie Evans
Bob & Fran Logan
Graham & Jean Wood
Peter & Christine Coombes (France)
Dave Cromack
Tony Vanson

Mac & Margaret Tony Vanson & half of Trevor Cole
(not sure if its his best half)
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Known on board as “Red Coombes”
Dave Silva & Wayne Mobley look on

(is the hat recycled from York Reunion?)

2012 Reunion in Portland
We have re-booked the Heights Hotel

at Portland again for next year’s Reunion
for the weekend of 5th/6th October 2012.

Routine as for last year, with possibly
a Fleet Review on Friday night!

Mark this date - it should be a good one
More details in next Newsletter

Good to see Hon. Member Jackie Evans
back with us

Lonnie Skeet with tot (Shirley is tucking into
her tinned salmon that was meant as a joke

but misfired since she ate it!

Bob Mason with Guest  Colin Grey
(having earlier returned from a

“liquid” tour of Lincoln)
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Bert Greenough

Bert,  Wayne Mobley
& Taff Lambert onboard in 1968

I was born in Mexborough, a small mining/
railway engineering town  in South Yorkshire
1947.

As a grammar school boy I had lots of
opportunities and was successful in getting
an engineering sandwich course with the
Yorkshire electricity board. However it
involved waiting 10 months for the next
Candidates entrance date, and, as I always
wanted to join the navy, I opted to join up
and become an Artificer.

The choice of artificer was my fathers, he was
a Petty Officer gunner, serving from 1936-
1947, who worked with Ordnance Artificers
for several years, and when I decided to join
the navy he advised me to become a ‘Tiff’.

I started at HMS Fisgard in 1964 managed
to pass out to join HMS Caledonia, where I
served until December 1967. Whilst at
Caledonia I met my wife to be, Elizabeth
(Liz).  After getting married in December
1967 I was drafted to HMS Caprice on
Boxing Day 1967, in a cold desolate Chatham
dockyard, (with my fellow apprentice Taff
Lambert).

[ NOTE – Tiffies were normally entitled to
be victualled in P.O.s messes, however the
ship was so over crowded that Bert and Taff
ended up in the Stokers Mess]

I still remember working on the jetty with
Taff, to remove a governor from an old feed
pump, which was frozen and impossible to
move. At around 0100 we gave up and went
for a shower and then down the mess. Ten
minutes later the Q.M. came down the ladder
and said the Chief Tiff was looking for us.
We went down the Tiffs mess and there was
the Chief and several others, barely able to
stand, but still capable of reading the riot
act to us for giving up on our task. From
then on life improved and I have so many
memories of the next 14 months it would
take ages to relate them.I left Caprice in late

Feb. 1969 as an ERA3 and after a
memorable petty officers course at Royal
Arthur joined HMS Cochrane. Still a baby
Tiff though, I was back at sea again in Jan
1970 onboard HMS Aurora as an ERA2,
and back out the far east (after an 8 week
Beira patrol) for another 12 months.  

Back to Cochrane in 1971 where I was
promoted to MEA (P) 1 (ERAs having
vanished). Then after a controls course at
HMS Sultan I joined HMS Antrim in Dec
1972 and once again back out the Far East.
After leaving Antrim in May 1975 and joined
HMS Caledonia I was promoted to Chief
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Tiff, and took over as the Training Regulating
CERA.

After two and a bit years in Caledonia (with
a short spell in Sultan for the Chief Tiffs
confirmation course, I joined HMS Fife in
Sep 1977.  We spent the next 3 years mainly
in the Windies, including taking part in the
American invasion of Grenada (well I was
actually in St Johns drinking beer watching
it happen).

Then another short spell in Cochrane and
then back to the Antrim for 30 months during
which time I saw action in the Falklands
War.  We took part in the sinking of the
Argentine submarine Santa Fe and the
retaking of South Georgia, then on to San
Carlos and the landings, then on to Port
Stanley to provide support to the forces
ashore.

Antrim returned to the UK in July 1982 and
after leave and damage repairs, went back
down to the Falklands for a 6-month patrol.
In Aug 1984 I was drafted from Antrim to
Naval Party 1014, which basically meant
staying on the Antrim and taking it to Chile
(an experience to remember).   Afterwards I
was with C in C Fleet Staff at South Terrace
for a few months, where I was selected for
Warrant Officer, but was sent back down
south on the Stena Seaspread before being
promoted.

Their Lordships drafted me (after years on
GMD’s and Leanders) to be the Squadron
MEO for MCM1 and the Hunt Class
minesweepers. Lots of time up the Gulf and
then another staff job at C in C Fleet. My
final sea draft was with HMS Invincible
from Feb. 1992 until June 1994 during which
time we took part in Exercise Orient ‘92,

which was a real jolly out to the Far East
and other places!

In 1994 a staff job again at C in C Fleet,
involving trials in America and Horsea Island
for various damage control equipment. I
remained in this job until my discharge in
April 1997.

Finally a civilian, I first worked as a Training
Officer in a factory, but did not enjoy it very
much and went back to college to qualify as
an N.V.Q. Assessor and Internal Verifier for
City and Guilds. I then worked with a private
company delivering a variety of courses
around Yorkshire and Lincolnshire.

Since taking early retirement in 2007, Liz
and I have continued travelling, both in the
UK and around the World, visiting the Far
East a couple of times, the Gulf, West
Indies amongst and other places.

We now live in a small village just south of
Doncaster and have two children and three
grandchildren. I enjoy gardening, walking
the dog and relaxing, watching the world
go by whilst having a whisky in my garden.

Likes: Travelling, Good Pub Grub & Gardening.
Dislikes: Militant Unions, People who bleat about
               Human Rights & Children who sit behind
               me on planes.

Liz & Bert in 2011
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Young John Salutes!

Following our article about limp wristed
Naval salutes John Bishop e-mailed this
picture – (by mistake) showing how it should
be done. Of course I promised him we would
not publish it.  He tells me there is a story
behind it but you will have to ask him for the
details!

We have now sold over 70 copies of the ship’s history book. It
covers the complete history of HMS Caprice from when it was
laid down in 1942 until when she was finally scrapped in 1979.

Its 93 pages with over 130 photos and diagrams also describe
the destroyer’s Machinery, Armament, Sonar & Radar and the
two major modernisations it underwent whilst in service.

To date 30 members have purchased a copy which means we
have nearly 50 members who have not! We only have 21 left
and are not planning a reprint so if you want one see slops page
to order a copy

Caprice History Book

Sick Bay Report
Member - falls overboard

Association stalwart Gordon Chapman had
a nasty mishap recently.  Ever willing to help
out, Gordon had erected some scaffolding
to do some painting. Having ascended it, part
of it collapsed and our Chappie did a sky dive
from 20 foot onto the deck followed by
assorted pieces of scaffolding. After a brief
spell in the sick bay he is now recovering.
We sent him the following signal:

The things some matelots will do to get
on light duties! Get yourself better
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HMS Cavalier Volunteer

We asked in the last Newsletter if anyone might help out assisting the Cavalier Volunteers
who renovate HMS Cavalier, which is preserved in Chatham.  Dave Silva, who lives in the
area, went one better and has now signed up as a Cavalier Volunteer and is at present
working 1 day a week. Here he is on scaffolding up the funnel (as befits an ex stoker).

Caprice Name Board
Well at least one bit of the old ship still exists!

We have been sent this picture by Simeon Rabaiotti who tells us his father bought it at an
auction when the ship was decommissioned.  His father was interested in HMS Caprice

because the family owned the Caprice Restaurant in Penarth in the Vale
of Glamorgan, a seaside town near Cardiff. The

restaurant opened in 1963 & closed in 1997, during
its time it was  THE PLACE in South Wales to
eat and was always very difficult to book a table,
over the years  many rich & famous people dined

at the Caprice Restaurant (Prince Charles, Lady Diana, Pope John Paul 2nd and Michael
Jackson to name just a few).  He also tells us that his father was very proud of the association
with the ship and had a picture of HMS Caprice on the wall in the Restaurant.
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All profits go to Association funds
Please make out cheques to HMS Caprice 1968 AssociationSlops

Book - Destroyer D 01
The Story of HMS Caprice and the  men who served  in her 1942-1979

Embroidered Crests
Embroider Caprice Crests
(6.5cm wide) onto any garment
of clothing for just £7.10 Just
send us your shirt or whatever
and we will do the necessary.

Normally £12 per copy but discounted for Association members and contributors to £9.50
per copy plus £1 P & P.   Multiple copies cost £9.50 per copy plus just £1 P & P for the
package.

Enamelled Crests

Polo Shirts

Available to order
State Size  S , L or XL
£16.50 Plus 1.50 P & P

Tie Bar
P£5.50 + £1 P & P

Cufflinks
£7.50+ £1 P & P

Blazer Badges
Very smart gold wire blazer
badges (8 cm wide)
£11.50  Plus 50p P&P

Badge with a brooch pin
£4 .50+ £1  P& P



11

     HMS Caprice 1968 Association Newsletter 56  Dec. 2011

Treasurer’s &  Spirit Room Report

Funds
These stand  currently at  a healthy £838, with the influx of
most members subs due in Jan.

Rum
We have enough for  Portland 2012 reunion and possibly
for 2013 - as long as I can keep the "Tiffies" away from
the tub.

                Harry in the Spirit Room

www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Our website is kept fully up to date and
you can view newsletters online. It has had
over 10,000 hits to date and attracted many
new members. There is also a very good
picture archive of the Caprice from 1942
to 1979, up to date Association & Reunion
News and a Slops page.

Association Website

Association Membership
In the last Newsletter we set out the guidelines for membership and also
posted a newsletter (at some expense) to all overseas members asking
for overdue subs - regretfully not one of the defaulters has replied and
we cannot afford to repeat the exercise.

Overseas members who DO pay their dues include Gordon Chapman.
Colin Bond, Rob Wilkinson, Peter Coombes and  Bob Hosford.

We are very grateful for their support, as well as them making considerable
journeys to attend reunions - they will now receive newsletters by post.
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HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) Association
www.hmscaprice1968.org.uk

The Association, founded in 1995, is open to all who served on  HMS
Caprice at any time during her memorable World Cruise in 1968.

An annual subscription of £12 is payable in January.

Secretary & Newsletter/Website Editor
Graham Latter

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
62 Mill Rise, Swanland, North Ferriby

East Yorkshire HU14 3PW
Tel 01482 632 276

Treasurer & Rum Bosun
Brian Hobbs

bh@hmscaprice1968.org.uk
Bulwark Lodge, New Road, Acle Norfolk, NR13 3BE

Tel 01493 751 640

Absent shipmates who have crossed the bar:
Ex Association Members

AB (QA2) John Dunn      RO2(T) Dave Windsor
ME1 Bob Harris      L.Sea Mick Walsh    AB Dougie Richardson

Ex Crew Members
 LRO(G) Ali Dow     RO2(G) Dave Matthews    ChME Nick Carter

CEA Don Farrow    CERA Paul Hockey     PO Writer Dave Walters
ME1  Don Swain    Lt. Peter Higgs

also - Chinese Laundryman Lou Moon Chuk

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them

The 2012 Reunion Dinner is on 6th Otober, 2012 at the Heights Hotel,  Portland


